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The Thorney Island Society

  Editorial
! Welcome to the November issue - we hope you like it and find it helpful
! The Chairman and founder of the Society June A Stubbs reflects on the evolution of       
‘Westminster Village’, and beyond.

! It"is well known that the Thorney Island 
Society came into being due to"the actions of 
a"local group who were incensed that the first 
Public Library in London was to"be 
demolished. June along"with others"succeeded 
against many odds in preventing the"Leader of 
the Council Shirley Porter in"association with 
Land Securities, in wholesale demolition of that 
part of Great Smith Street.  June has always 
sought to retain the essence of what has"been 
described as the 'Westminster Village'. Where 
there were"to"be new buildings, surely they 
could respect the character of the area, and at 
least include red bricks or elements of that 
colour.
! As a local Civic Society,"many consider 
that this is"the"least to be expected. Sadly"those 
in a position to advise or on such consideration 
of the urban environment have not over many 
years accepted this as a part of the policy, even 
where a Conservation Area is involved. 
However one building has followed this 
recently. This has been for the replacement of 
elevations cladding to number 1 Page Street. 
Here the client was instrumental in the choice. 
But in another instance, all attempts to 
persuade the Council and developer that the 
replacement of the red brick Magistrates Court 
should at least have brick elements. This failed 

on no fewer than three planning applications : 
and this even though"the neighbouring listed 
building of brick with stone dressings is listed. 
June says how"very disappointing"it has been 
and remains so, that the Council has"shown 
complete disregard if not indifference for 
tradition and"compatibility.
!  Some may recall that there was (and is ?) 
a Government Policy relating to ‘sustainability’, 
and the re-use of buildings, as a part of 
reducing environmental damage. This was 
because the retention of buildings would be 
leas damaging to the environment - on a 
number of counts.  It is astonishing to witness 
the complete abandonment of any attempt at 
sustainability .  
! The enormous amount of destruction 
along Victoria Street and Victoria street is quite 
shocking. The fact that most of this is in the 
hands of Land Securities shows just how little if 
anything was learnt since the birth of the 
Thorny Island Society.  Both the Council and 
Land Security demonstrate little respect for 
Westminster's environment.  It may be 
considered that the spirit of Shirley Porter"is 
triumphant and inbread, whatever the 
environmental consequences.

The former Westminster Public Library Fegan House Magistrates Court  neighbour 
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   TTIS Feature : Page Street’s Chequerboard Estate 
   Chris Beddoe a resident, describes a little of the early days of this unique housing development *

The Thorney Island Society

* Page Street Memories is a new community project to document the history of the Grosvenor Housing Estate.
 For more information or to contribute photos or stories please contact Christine Beddoe  -  c.beddoe@forseti.org.uk 

The London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies 25th anniversary!
! The Society has a particular interest in the London Forum since our Chairman June Stubbs, was a 
supporter at its creation. This year it has celebrated its 25th Anniversary, with a reception hosted by 
Mayor for London Boris Johnson at the GLA "- in "the London Lounge. 
! As members of the London Forum their web site is shown on our site. We recommend regular 
viewing as it covers many of the issues that arise out of Government policies or by the Mayor for 
London and which have an impact on the Society's interests. The newsletter is well worth reading too, as 
a means of realising that the issues we face are invariably facing others in some of the 120 affiliated 
London Societies.        For information contact   www.londonforum.org.uk

! The 1930s Grade II listed 'chequerboard' 
flats in Page Street Westminster, have had an 
illustrious history. The flooding of the Thames in 
1928 caused the death of 10 people trapped in 
squalid basements of overcrowded tenements in 
Page Street and the surrounding area. Soon after 
the floods subsided the Mayor of the City of 
Westminster contacted the landowner, the 2nd 
Duke of Westminster, to seek a solution to the 
displacement of hundreds of families. In an act of 
generosity hard to imagine today, the Duke of 
Westminster agreed to lease the land to the 
council for 995 years, for the sum of one shilling 
per year. This was in order to provide proper 
housing for the working classes, on the estate. He 
also agreed to contribute £113,650 towards the 
cost of capital and £40,000 more for expenses. 
! It took a Private Act of Parliament (as 
opposed to the usual Housing Act) known as the 
Westminster City (Millbank) Improvement Act 
[1929] to establish the Grosvenor Housing 
Estate:  7 blocks situated on Page and Vincent 
Streets containing 600 dwellings. Adding celebrity 
to the project was the commission of architect 

Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens, negotiated by the 
Duke's advisor Detmar Blow, himself a disciple of 
Ruskin and Morris.  Lutyens' modernist design 
with its grey brick and white render facade, 
carved stone escutcheons, shops, courtyards and 
galleried walkways, stand just as proud today. 
! First opened by Princess Mary in 1930 the 
'chequerboards' have had their fair share of 
challenges, bombed in 1941 with the loss of 21 
lives, partial demolition in the 1970s and years of 
council neglect in the 1980s. They came back into 
the news in 1990 when the current Duke of 
Westminster stood side by side with the tenants 
during the Home for Votes scandal, to fight Shirley 
Porter's attempt to sell the flats on the private 
market.  In the case known as Westminster City 
Council vs The Duke of Westminster [1991] 
Gerald Grosvenor, 6th Duke of Westminster, and 
Britain's richest man, fought on the definition of 
'the working class' and won, saving Lutyens' only 
social housing venture as it was intended and 
protecting the interests of the residents, just as his 
ancestor did before him.
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! When I was a boy at Westminster School 
in the 1960s and right up to perhaps twenty 
years ago, there was a corner of Thorney Island 
that evoked the flavour of the medieval Palace 
of Westminster more vividly than any other 
readily accessible: this was the corner of the 
Jewel Tower which faced the high stone walls of 
the Abbey Garden. It stood surrounded by a 
dark moat in which water lilies floated and I 
relished its dank aura. Then suddenly the water 
was gone ! A dusty trench remained, which I 
assumed was for short term maintenance 
reasons. But much later on my attention was 
brought back during consultations in 2006 over 
the Visitor Reception Centre for the 
contemporary Palace of Westminster and again 
focused on a situation that had regrettably 
remained permanent.
! After consulting June Stubbs our 
Chairman,  she wrote a letter to Simon Thurley, 

Chief Executive of English Heritage, which has 
ultimate responsibility for the Tower. His reply 
said that the moat was drained in the 'late 
1980s' because it had been leaking into the 
House of Lord's Abingdon Street underground 
car park and that it was uneconomic to make 
the moat leak-proof - partly in view of low 
visitor receipts from the Tower.
! It is interesting to note that early records 
indicate the presence of a moat in1366. 
Subsequently the moat ceased to be, as more 
and more Medieval and later buildings 
encroached on the surroundings. It finally 
ceased to be at some time;  but was recreated 
in 1950 as the surroundings were cleared as 
seen to day.  Some would like to see the moat 
recreated as an added attraction to the setting. 
! What dear reader do you think ? Visit our 
twitter account and have your say. !
         James Dunnet

The Thorney island Society

Middlesex Guildhall Centenary
! The Middlesex Guildhall by the architect 
James Gibson celebrated its 100th anniversary 
this summer.  An exhibition commemorating 
the centenary covered the various activities and 
diverse"histories showing"the changes in the 
relationship between Middlesex and the 
governance of Greater London.  June Stubbs 
and Tom Ball represented the Society at the 
formal opening"of the exhibition."

! Physically the interiors of the building 
have been adapted to suit its new use as the 
home of the Supreme Court . Sadly these have 
not always been as tasteful as they might have 
been; nor at times as respectful of the Grade 
listed interior merited. 
! Ben Wilson, Head of Communications at 
the Supreme Court will present the story of 
the Guildhall, following our AGM on the 20th 
November .

     A moat around The Jewel Tower, Westminster
       James Dunnet recollects the past and proposes bringing back the Moat
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! In 2009, Land Securities claimed that they 
had developed their sustainability document that 
'Retail needn't cost the Earth'. In this they 
highlighted the importance of sustainable 
development and the difference Land Securities 
and their retailers could make, by working to a 
common goal. But they also stated that, 'for us, 
responsibility starts with the drive to create and 
protect value for our shareholders.' 
While not necessarily opposing aims, all too often 
there is a conflict as to which wins ? In Victoria, the 
answer is transparently obvious with the 
completely ‘un-green’ demolition during the course 
of 2013, of two historic blocks at the west end of 
Victoria Street and Buckingham Palace Road. 
Correct this author if wrong but at the west end 
of Victoria Street, perfectly sound shops were 
demolished for just replacement shops:  how can 
this be"justified given that this site is not even part 
of the new Crossrail infrastructure  ?"

! Why couldn't the former 1926 classical 
HSBC Bank by Whinney, Son and Austen Hall (of 
Lambeth Town Hall fame) on the corner have 
been retained ?" It could have been an imposing 
visual anchor for the new development - the 
juxtaposition of old and modern providing a sense 
of urban continuity in a  Victoria, which Land 
Securities refuses to recognise.  And why do they 
go through the pretence of being concerned about 
environmental impact, and yet demolish a perfectly 
decent building that was on the other corner of 
the Victoria Street block - Allington House, atrium 
offices. This must surely be a record to demolish a 
building dating from as recently as 1997 !  This 
strikes one as very irresponsible. Equally un-
environmental is the decision not to reuse No. 6 
Castle Lane, demolishing it instead."
! But alas this anachronistic approach is not 
peculiar to Land Securities. The recent destruction 
of Abell and Cleland Houses, on John Islip Street, 
disregards sustainability too. These two office 
buildings originally designed by T. P. Bennett and 
Son in a Moderne style in 1938-1940, were 
remodelled in 1985  by the same practice . Now 
the sites are"being developed for residential. Is it 
whimsical to consider that there could be a time 
when flats would be lucratively turned into offices" 
- creating and protecting shareholders values  ?

   Sustainability : the environmentalist charte. If you claim to be ‘Green’ - reuse don’t needlesly destroy 
    Oliver Bradbury is concerned about Westminster’s living environment

The Thorney Island Society

! The number of office buildings in the 
centre of Westminster which are changing to 
residential use is quite considerable. What does 
this mean for the economy of Westminster ? It 
raises questions of workspace and employment 
as well as revenue to Westminster Council.   Who 
are the residents going to be in this likely to be 
expensive accommodation ?  Based on what has 
been seen to date the tenants or"residents 
may"well be non-doms, and may not be 
occupiers for several weeks or months in the 
year. 
! In this process the developer has no 
requirement to provide any social housing 
accommodation. So the infrastructure in the 

centre of Westminster will be affected. Not 
only"will there"be fewer workers, but there will 
be no accommodation for the people who 
service and maintain the physical environment - 
or even the new dwellings.
! Of course it is now argued that the new 
offices being built in the Victoria triangle will 
compensate for the loss of the existing office 
space being given over to expensive residential. 
That deals with the potential for a shortfall of 
office space but it does nothing to ease the 
pressure on the shortfall of social housing in the 
inner city area. Nothing that Government is doing 
will aliveate the great lack of ‘social housing’.
! !                             Tom Ball

   Offices become residential accommodation - but who will house the homeless  ?
   There once was a Government which addressed housing need - now in the order of 200,000 pa 
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        The River Thames Panorama project
     An historical interest in recovering and recording the past appearances of the Thames water 
    frontage, and comparing with today’s river, is a great and fascinating challenge.     Peter Deakins

! Peter Deakins is liaising with the Project 
team. The Thorney Island Society has joined with 
distinguished others, to make controlled access 
available to our Archives, where there may be 
drawings and photographs relevant to the 
project.
! In 2000 John Inglis Director of the 
panorama of the Thames project, was 
commissioned to produce a linear panorama of 
a 1 km stretch of the Thames riverside for 
Richmond Environment Trust.   He developed a 
special technique to achieve this, and it proved 
to be very successful, resulting in a number of 
commissions for panoramas of other parts of 
the Thames.

! John Inglis and team have extended the 
project to include all the Thames riverside and 
bridges from the western boundary of Greater 
London to Tower Bridge. This will be about 70 
linear photographic panoramas. This ambitious 
project which when completed will provide a 
unique record of the Thames River,  both past 
and present - for the future.  All the material will 
be in high resolution photography.  So far the 
fascinating ‘1829 Leigh Panorama’ has been fully 
digitalised for the project, which may be viewed 
on -
http:// www.panoramaofthethames.com/test/Adelphi1829
http://www.panoramacouncil.org/en/news/?nDl=1105
http://www.panoramaofthethames.com/endorsements/!

Tate Britain opens it’s front door!
! For many months the main Millbank entrance into 
the Tate has been closed but now is opened revealing at 
the top of the steps, the spectacular dome. Access to the 
floors above and below, the dome is by stair or lift. The 
ground floor includes new arrangements for catering, 
education rooms, an archive and the opportunity to 
digitally track the Art collection. There is an entrance for 
students and scholars too. 
! The main floor of the galleries was substantially 
rearranged"earlier this year - to the approval of many 
visitors. Access to the first floor which is flooded with 
natural light, brings one to a new Friends area including 
catering; and also to the 'Grand Salon'. Not for a number 
of years has this been accessible to the public but now will 
be the venue for special meetings.  All in all the long wait 
and slight disadvantage of being restricted to the 'side 
door' has been worth it. The real quality of the classic 
architecture around the entrance now comes into its own.
! NOTE:   While the gallery is generally open to the 
public, Tate Britain has planned a special 'open day' on 
November 29th - well worth a visit.

http://www.panoramaofthethames.com/test/Adelphi1829
http://www.panoramaofthethames.com/test/Adelphi1829
http://www.panoramacouncil.org/en/news/?nDl=1105
http://www.panoramacouncil.org/en/news/?nDl=1105
http://www.panoramaofthethames.com/endorsements/
http://www.panoramaofthethames.com/endorsements/
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The Thorney Island Society

Life and times of Isaac Newton - a Project 
! The Society has been approached by Cindy Lawford, Education and Development Officer of the 
Jermyn Street Theatre. In collaboration with Westminster Reference Library and over a six-month period 
she is setting up an inter-generational project.  This is to research and dramatically re-imagine the social 
circle of Isaac Newton and his acquaintances (including Chistopher Wren and Jonathan Swift) in early 
eighteenth-century London."
! She is looking for members of the public who might wish to work with disadvantaged young 
people to learn about Newton and his acquaintances; and help to create a play that will be staged at 
the library and the theatre."
! Those wishing to find out more should contact Cindy Lawford 

!                e-mail : cindylawford@jermynstreettheatre.co.uk or phone : 07805 935403. 

    Victoria Tower Garden - Education Centre
     Concerning issues for heritage and design
 
    It is proposed to build a ‘temporary’ Education Centre as 
a reception facility for school children visiting the Palace of 
Westminster - said to be up to 100,000 pa.  It is located 
immediately south of the Lords, in the ‘Garden’ and requires  
the removal of the existing shrubbery which screens the 
existing service area. The single storey building would have a 
sloping green roof and ‘greenery’ would be planted to ‘hide’ 
the Education Centre. 
   some issues :
1.     Impact on the open green space in the city
2.      Very large hard paved area where grass exists
3.      Impact on the special Jubilee Tree
4.      Entrance position - furtherst from Abingdon St
5.      Impact on Rodin’s statue - Burghers of Calais’
6.     Impact on footpath route around the Garden
    Our objection includes the need to reconsider the plan 
and to incorporate in the design, the Jubilee Tree: and to 
provide sufficient width for proper planting in front of the 
building. The notion of ‘temporary’ where a license is to be 
issued for 10 to 15 years is highly problematic.

A dinner with a Royal Parks story
An absorbing talk was given by Margaret Coombs at our dinner on 30th September. Some 25 guests were 
fascinated by her illustrated presentation and description of St James's Park -  its surroundings and the 
activities of the locals including from the Palace of Westminster. The suggestion that she should come again 
was greeted with applause. The success of Pat Shroffs programme encourages more members and friends 
to look forward to good company and interesting presentations.

Site  Plan and Elevation 

Ergon House and 9 Millbank - stop press
.! Proposals have been put forward for 9 Millbank and Ergon House which includes change of use to 
residential. While the former is Listed and there are minor changes to the main elevation: the latter is to 
be replaced.  The two buildings are treated as one development site, the interior courtyard serving both. 
The urban form and their relationship is significant to Horseferry Road and particularly the approach to 
Smith Square.  Our initial assessment is that the proposals for Ergon House are unacceptable and that a 
formal Objection will be submitted, after full consideration..

mailto:cindylawford@jermynstreettheatre.co.uk
mailto:cindylawford@jermynstreettheatre.co.uk
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The Thorney Island  Society

Disclaimer 
 While TTIS is concerned that the views written in articles 
are relevant and honestly held by the contributor, the 
opinons stated by individuals may not necessarily be held by 
TTIS Executive, who are not in a position to vouch for their 
accuracy. Illustrations have been taken from Planning 
Applications.

TTISNews is printed by 
Firstpointprint Victoria

160-162 Vauxhall Bridge Rd
Compiled by Thos using Mac ‘Pages’ 

Contributions and comments may be sent to 
Tom Ball e-mail  bouncer@waitrose.com

      CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  2013
! Our Christmas Raffle besides providing an element of drama, is a helpful additional donation towards the running of 
! the Society. Books of 10 tickets are available and are sent with this Newsletter. You are invited to enter the draw by 
! Gordon Slater, our Treasurer - tickets £1each. If you would like more please phone Gordon Slater on 020 7262 9954. 
     Please return ticket stubs by 29th November2013, with your cheque - payable to The Thorney Island Society, ensuring 
! that you have entered your name and phone number,  to - 
! !     Gordon Slater, 2A, Oxford &Cambridge Mansions, Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5EB

! THE THORNEY ISLAND SOCIETY                                              Registered Charity No 1000751
! The Society is a voluntary amenity and civic Society which came into being in1985.  It is concerned 
with the welfare of the physical environment of a widening area, sometimes referred to as the ‘Westminster 
Village’. It organises visits and occasional dinners, reviews planning applications, and maintains a local Archive.  
We welcome support and help on the different aspects of the Society     

  ! CHRISTMAS DRINKS PARTY   Wednesday 4th December at 6.30 to 8.30 pm
It is just about the right time to start thinking about Christmas plans, when we get together for Our Christmas            
drinks party. As last year in addition there will be  the Grand Draw for the lucky ones ! We look forward to seeing  
everyone together. 
The venue is in The Wellington Room, The Grange Wellington Hotel, 71 Vincent Square , SW1P  Entrance Vincent Sq 

  ! ! ! YEAR 2013
! Thurs   07 Nov    Benjamin Franklin House
! Mon    11 Nov     The Goldsmiths’ Company
! Tues    03 Dec     The Royal Opera House
! Wed  ! 11 Dec!     Handel House Museum
! Tues    17 Dec     Tate Britain - artists 
 ! !         YEAR 2014
! Mon    13 Jan      Challpw Chandlers’ Hall

Tues     21 Jan!   Sir John Soane Museum
Wed    12 Feb    Victorian Operating Theatre
Fri       21 Feb!   Royal College of Music
Mon    03 Mar  Spencer House
Tues    04 Mar  London Fire Brigade
Tues    11 Mar  Mall Galleries & exhibition
Wed   15  Apr!  Strawberry Hill
Wed   30  Apr   The Middle Temple 

 Communications : the Society has a ‘Twitter account’.
! Twitter is an important means of communication and provides a forum for reaching a new audience where 
specific issues may be raised and attract opinions. For example, we have included the ‘Jewel Tower’ and posed the 
question whether a moat should be recreated.  Twitter can be accessed through our website. It can also be 
accessed by going to Twitter.com/ThorneyIslandSo, from a smart mobile phone or a computer." 
! Anyone can 'Follow' us through their own Twitter account; and any Follower can also post local news and 
ensure that others can receive it by adding the tag @ThorneyIslandSo .                     Juliet Lyle

If you haven’t told us your e-mail address please let the Membership Secretary know it  
AnthonyHarrow Harrow <cranfoldjsc@yahoo.co.uk

    Visits Programme
   A full programme of visits well into the next year has been arranged by Pippa Parsons. 
    The full details are on a separate attachment to the Newsletter .  Contact : pippa.parsons@yahoo.co.ku  or 020 7222 2795 
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