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New Website and filming in Smith Square

From our Chair, Sue Ball
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There is one message which stands out
amongst others to give to all our members.
Thank you! The Committee is immensely
grateful for the tremendous support you
have given us over the last ten months. Your
participation in our regular Zoom talks has
been so rewarding and the ongoing
discussion immediately after the talks, or
later by email, has shown us that the
appetite for learning about Thorney Island
has not diminished. The range of topics
covered by our speakers, some of whom
were Thorney Members, was impressive.
We have worked hard to put together a
mix of in-person and Zoom events for 2022
bearing in mind that the pandemic future is
not clear. We will need to respond quickly as
circumstances change, just as we did when
Covid hit in early 2020 and our entire
programme of visits had to be cancelled and
then those for 2021 as well. We put on a new
programme quickly from scratch when
many other voluntary societies did not.
Our AGM this year will be held via Zoom
on the 9th November when Dr Patricia
Oakley will speak on ‘The Magic of
Pharmacy at Westminster Hospital during
the 19th Century’. Our intention is to host the
Christmas Party in person on 6th December
and hope members will feel comfortable to
join us. We will follow all government Covidprotocols required at the time and those
operated by the venue, The Blue Orchid
Wellington Hotel in Vincent Square.
One of the challenges we have faced is
maintaining the ongoing relationships with
other societies and groups as well as
participating in new ones set up as a result
of the pandemic. These include bi-monthly

meetings with local residents groups (our
Planning Hub), those set-up monthly by
Nickie Aiken, MP for the Cities of London
and Westminster, and bi-monthly meetings
hosted by Rachael Robathan, Leader of
Westminster City Council. It was a pleasure
to welcome Nickie Aiken to our Archives in
Old Pye Street in early August when we
showed her a selection of artefacts,
photographs, books,
prints and
undergraduate course work resulting from
our collaboration with Chelsea School of Art
in 2018-19. She is pictured below, centre,
with Graeme Cottam and myself. Our work
with key planning and heritage groups
continues and I look forward to sharing
some of the details with you at the AGM in
November.

One of our corporate sponsors, Blue
Orchid Hotels, is developing a new website
for us which will go live in early 2022. It has
many new features including the ability to
search for and filter major planning
applications by date, status and planning
category (as well as viewing their locations
on a map), an easier-to-navigate
categorised news section, a function to
renew your membership more quickly
online, and a clearer events list and the
ability to book these directly with us rather

than separately through Eventbrite.
The website will work better than the
current website on mobile phones (while
also looking good for desktop and tablet
users), which is important as nowadays over
half of all web traffic comes from mobile
devices. It will also be more search-enginefriendly, meaning that people looking for
relevant subjects on Google are more likely
to find us compared to the current website
– helping our mission of spreading the word
about Thorney Island to the world!

Above: The new website in development

Smith
Square
and
the
surrounding streets, above and
right, are often used for filming.
This summer the area was turned
into an 1890s street scene for the
shooting of a new period TV
drama, ‘Estuary’, produced by See
Saw Films. These photos were
taken by a local resident, a
member of TTIS.

Planning News
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There have been two significant items of
news recently. The bad news is that the
Government have decided to approve their
own application for the Holocaust
Memorial and Learning Centre in Victoria
Tower Gardens. This is a very great
disappointment, but not a surprise. We
thought the Minister would decide to go
along with his party’s manifesto promise
even if it went against so much planning
policy. We were surprised by the Planning
Inspector’s report, which examined many
of the arguments against the scheme but
then decided that the public benefit
outweighed the considerable harm he
admitted to finding. The fundamental point
is that the plan goes against numerous
planning policies, not least the
requirement to preserve open space.
It is extraordinary that the Government
are persevering with this scheme in the
face of opposition from so many different
quarters, but especially now, following the
recent world-wide and local flooding
caused by climate change. The energy
intensive work involved in building and
running this underground Learning Centre
is exactly the kind of thing that the recent
declaration from the IPCC warns against. It
certainly goes against the kind of
leadership involved in hosting COP26.
Legal action is under consideration by
the London Gardens Trust, but it will not be
embarked on without a good prospect of
success. They are seeking funds URGENTLY
through Crowd Justice:
www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-govtlandgrab-and-planning-rules-abuse/

Some tentatively good news, both for
the environment and our local heritage,
concerns Richmond House, which is
threatened by almost complete demolition
and
replacement
by
an
utterly
undistinguished building to house a
temporary House of Commons chamber
and MPs’ offices while the Palace of
Westminster is vacated for the major
Restoration and Renewal project. In May
this year MP Damian Hinds, spokesman for
the Sponsor Board of Parliament’s
Restoration and Renewal Programme
made this announcement: “Since I have
been involved in the Sponsor Body, I can
honestly say that I have not met a single
person, either in this House or on the
Restoration and Renewal programme, who
now believes that it is desirable to make the
full demolition of Richmond House. We
have to cut our cloth and, as I said in my
remarks...we have to work within what we
have, and we need to work out what
compromises we need in order to do that."
We can certainly hope that he was
suggesting that they are rethinking the
plans, but the worrying thing is that the
planning application is still up on the WCC
planning portal, so we cannot breathe easy
yet.
Labour councillors have been calling for
a policy to support ‘refurbishment not
demolition as the sustainable way
forward.’ This is a policy that should
certainly be followed if WCC is to fulfil its
climate pledge: ‘Westminster has declared
a climate emergency - our commitment is
to becoming a carbon neutral council by

2030 and carbon neutral city by 2040.’
Residential buildings are generally
refurbished rather than replaced but there
have been a number of office development
applications in our area of which some are
still to be decided. Most of them involve
rebuilding rather than refurbishment:
Southside (rebuild), 40 Broadway (rebuild),
10 Greycoat Place (refurbish), and 7
Millbank (rebuild, but reclad in the original
stonework). In the case of 10 Greycoat
Place the refurbishment is going further
than it needs to, with a serviceable façade
being exchanged for an over-elaborate
replacement.
Below: Westminster House, 7 Millbank: to be
rebuilt but re-clad with the existing stonework
Right from top:
Premier House (10 Greycoat Place): proposed
new façade and roof.
Southside, Victoria Street: new build.
40 Broadway: new build.

Family research in The Grey Coat Hospital Minute Books
by Penelope Swan, Librarian, The Grey Coat Hospital
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It was William Blake’s Holy Tuesday with
its description of London’s Charity School
children walking “two & two in red & blue &
green” to their service at St Paul’s that first
made me think about the history of the
school – the ‘grey’ coats are not mentioned1,
but they were certainly there in 1789. It’s a
rich area for research as the Minute books
are preserved in the Westminster Archives,
all the way back to the very first meeting of
the founders in November 1698. There is a
very erudite history written by our first
Headmistress in 19012, and I began by
reading that, but the lure of those
wonderful handwritten books could not be
ignored...
A request for information about Henry
Pratt from his great grandson sent me to the
Minute book - 31 Dec 1839 to 29 Mar 1853.
Henry is shown in the 1851 census as a pupil
at GCH, aged about 13, so probably nearing

the end of his schooling.
It took about four hours to find Henry,
but at last he appeared on 3rd July 1846
(see below). Henry had the honour of
being presented by school governor W.
Page Wood, who was later appointed Lord
High Chancellor of Great Britain, and made
Baron Hatherley by Gladstone.
Life at GCH was not very pleasant in the
1850s. There were few benefactors, and the
Master, Mr Grove - collecting the rents from
the school’s properties, as well as teaching
and running the school - let established ills
continue. The staff ate well, and the
children (who were all known by number
rather than their names3) were half-starved.
He finally resigned in 1867 after the
Foundationers⁴ rebelled in protest at their
poor diet. It seems dreadful that the
children were so desperate for food when
one looks at the tradesmen’s quarter bill for

Left and above: Henry’s entries in the Minute book, by kind permission of Westminster Archives

1852, showing healthy charges for meat,
bread, cheese, fish, groceries, vegetables
and beer.
Careful reading of the minutes after
Henry’s admittance found no further
mentions until the record of his
apprenticeship in 1852 (see above).
Not many apprenticeships were agreed
in this decade. They are all recorded in the
Minutes, and Henry’s is notable for the
extreme detail of his wages – the amount is
given for each 6-month period of the whole
7 years. Frustratingly, although his address
and that of his Master are recorded, there is
no mention of the trade he was to learn.
Eccleston Terrace does not appear on any
maps that I have found, although it must
have been near the other ‘Eccleston’ roads
beside Victoria Station. Charles Booth’s
poverty maps of the 1880s show this area as

‘Fairly comfortable. Good ordinary
earnings’⁵ so we can hope that Henry
found a trade that would give him a decent
living and enough to eat.
___________________________________
1. There is an interesting theory as to why this is
by Stanley Gardner in The tyger, the lamb, and
the terrible desart – but that’s another article!
2. Day, E.S. (1901). An old Westminster
endowment. Being a history of the Grey Coat
Hospital as recorded in the Minute Books. 1st ed.
London: Hugh Rees Ltd.
3. Students at Christ’s Hospital were still lining
up by their numbers in the 1960s! [as attested
by the author’s sister]
4. Children admitted as charity cases
5. https://booth.lse.ac.uk/map/17/
-0.1516/51.4968/100/0?marker=528401.0,1791
99.0

Orchard House terracottas
by Peter Wyeth, author of The Lost Architecture
of Jean Welz, to come out in November

Eleri Ebenezer Obituary
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though a Mackintosh (Mr and Mrs) piece
had miraculously found its way to a side
street around the corner from Westminster
Abbey.
The peacocks are the most striking part
of the composition, their long necks and
curved tail-feathers dominating the centre
of the mural ceramic which, on closer
inspection, is made up of terracotta tiles.
The mural is dated 1900, from the
famous Doulton works just across the river
on Black Prince Road, Lambeth. The
designer was William James Neatby
(1860-1910), head of architectural design at
Doulton from 1890 to 1901. He died at only
49, but had been a prolific artist: after his
Doulton period he set up a studio in Glebe
Place, Chelsea, where he painted, whilst
carrying on ceramic work for his own firm
as well as commissions for Doulton.
The Abbey Orchard piece featured in The
Studio, a fine arts magazine, in 1903.
Neatby designed terracotta bas relief

We Islanders enjoy unparalleled access
to great architecture down the ages. That
can make it easier to miss the odd hidden
gem, but lockdown gave me the impetus to
walk some of the meaner streets of
Westminster and, despite its promising
name, Abbey Orchard Street is one such.
Running parallel to Victoria Street, it has
a range of the backs of buildings from that
grander thoroughfare, but at the southern
junction with Great Smith Street is a narrow
Victorian addition, Orchard House, bearing
two terracotta wall plaques, one above the
corner entrance, and a second, pictured
above, over a doorway along Abbey
Orchard Street.

In normal times we are often too
preoccupied walking in town to raise our
eyes to notice such decoration, and the
pandemic has, if anything, made that
worse, which is where a quiet side street
has its attractions.
What caught my eye was the rather
gorgeous delicacy of the carving, which
features two elongated peacocks facing
each other, with a tall rootless tree behind
them on both sides, the whole composition
supported by four small female carved
heads under an entablature.
Those three features each had a definite
art nouveau sweep to them, which
reminded me of the Glasgow Four, as

panels for the Greenwich Observatory
(1895), interior tiling for the Winter Gardens
Blackpool (1896), and a striking
mediaevalist front elevation for a printer in
Bristol (1901). He was best-known for his
Harrods Meat Hall tile design (1902) acclaimed as one of the finest ceramic
interiors of the early 20th Century. After
Doulton he exhibited 60 drawings and
paintings in New Bond St in 1905, and
designed wallpaper and book illustrations
for Hodder & Stoughton.
The totally art-nouveau commitment of
Abbey Orchard was almost unique for
Neatby, and seems to me to be one of his
best, most complete, and deepest
compositions. Such art nouveau delicacy is
rare in a ceramic work, and the willowy
Trees of Life added to the symbol of
everlasting life in the peacocks and their
fragile pose add an unexpected beauty to a
Westminster byway few pedestrians pass
along, a hidden gem indeed.

We were very sad to hear of the death of
member Eleri Ebenezer, who was an
active member of the Society and along
with her friend Julia Kernick, attended
most TTIS visits and some of our Zoom
talks over recent years. She will be very
much missed. After an interesting
career in the BBC and the world of social
services and health, she was most
recently the Chair of Certitude, a charity
delivering help to people with a wide
range of learning disabilities, autism
and mental health needs.

News from
Royal
Parks by Robert Timms, for
Thorney
IslandThe
Quiz
- devised
Christmas 2020 Zoom

The Elephant Herds
In June and July some of us were lucky
enough to enjoy the spectacular elephant
herds placed in St James’s and The Green
Parks. This was the project of CoExistence, a
campaign that put over 100 life sized
elephant sculptures in a migration
across both parks and Berkeley Square. A
happy feature of the elephants is that they
are made from the wood of Lantana shrubs,
a terrible invasive weed of tropical areas, so
their clearance is highly beneficial to areas
where it has taken root.
CoExistence explains that this ‘is an
environmental art exhibition featuring
100+ life size elephants. It is a large-scale
public art campaign that turns city parks –
precious fragments of green surrounded by
dense urbanisation – into a metaphor for
what is happening to our planet at large …
Awe inspiring and joyful in tone, as
CoExistence makes its way around the
globe, it will tell the story of our over-
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The Royal Parks has launched a new campaign called ‘Help Nature Thrive’. It ran
throughout the summer and it has two distinct strands which they have
called #KeepWildlifeWild and #LeaveNoTrace.
#KeepWildlifeWild asks park visitors not to feed the wildlife and will explain the
impact that this has on the animals and their habitats. They have created bird watching
materials and other alternative options to feeding the wildlife, including self-led nature
trails, in conjunction with their Learning and Mission:Invertebrate teams.
The second strand coincided with the summer holidays and was focused
on #LeaveNoTrace – they ask visitors to think about the negative impact on the wildlife
and on the park landscape of leaving litter, having BBQs, and picnicking in wildflower
meadows.

Elephants in St James’s Park (above) and The
Green Park (below)

populated planet, the effect of human
encroachment on wild spaces and the
inspiring ways we can coexist with all the
other living beings that make our world
magical – from tigers and orangutans to
tree sparrows and elephants.’

The Royal Parks has a new Wildlife Officer: Drew Love-Jones has been appointed as Senior
Wildlife Officer, based at St. James’s Park but working throughout the Central Royal Parks.
Drew has previously worked with beavers, white storks, red squirrels, raptors and deer,
amongst other species, all over the UK; he is now able to add pelicans to that list! He sees
his appointment with The Royal Parks as very exciting and fulfilling and very much looks
forward to working with volunteers, including members of the Thorney Island Society.
Owls in The Green Park
Mark Wasilewski, Park Manager, is
pleased to report that, after a gap
of about twelve years, a pair of
owls have been nesting in The
Green Park, something that June
Stubbs, Thorney Island founder,
always asked him about. He told
us that, after hearing calls for
about a year, their contractors
found an owlet that had fallen
from a tree in the south side of the
park. It was put back in the tree by
one of the tree surgeons and it
and its sibling were monitored for
a couple of weeks while they got
more confident in flight as they
went from branch to branch and
then tree to tree. Mark and his
colleagues are certain that they
fledged successfully.

Diary Dates
Zoom/digital event
In person event
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2021 Tues 9th Nov, 6.30pm:

The Society’s 35th AGM and talk by Dr Pat Oakley - ‘The
Magic of Pharmacy at the old Westminster Hospital’

Mon 6th Dec, 6.30pm:

Christmas Party - carols by South Westminster Community
Choir at Blue Orchid Wellington Hotel, Vincent Square

2022 Tues 8th Feb, 6.30pm:

‘Whitehall and other Palaces of Revolution: Life, Death & Art
at the Stuart Court’ - a talk by Dr Simon Thurley

Tues 22nd Feb, 6.30pm:

Guided walk of Lambeth and Westminster Bridges by the
Illuminated Rivers Project
‘The history of Petty France & the Parish of Christchurch’
- a talk by Bryan Boese
Exclusive, guided virtual tour of the Supreme Court,
Parliament Square via Microsoft Teams
Westminster/Kingsway College lunch, Vincent Square
(postponed from 2020)
In person visit to Shepherds bindery, Rochester Row &
antiquarian book talk (postponed from 2020)

Tues 8th March, 6.30pm:
Fri 22nd April, 11am:
Tues 3rd May, 12.30pm: SOLD OUT
Tues 14th June, 10.30am: SOLD OUT
Tues 21st June, 6.30pm:

The Society’s Summer Party

Tues 5th July, 6.30pm:

‘Looking at Commemorative Public Art on Thorney Island’ a talk by Melissa Jo Smith & Montaz Marche

Tues 4th October, 3pm: SOLD OUT

Tour of the RUSI Library, Whitehall (postponed from 2020)

Tues 18th October, 6.30pm:

Birthday Cocktails at the Cinnamon Club (postponed from
2020)

Tues 8th November, 6.30pm:

The Society’s 36th AGM and talk

Monday 5th December, 6.30pm:

The Society’s Christmas Party

Bookings can be made through Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/eventbrite-TTIS
Or please contact us at info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk / 10 Old Pye Street, London SW1P 2DG
The Thorney Island Society is a voluntary amenity and civic society, which was founded in 1985.
It is concerned with the welfare of the physical environment of the area sometimes referred to
as ‘Westminster Village’. It organises talks, visits and social events. It reviews planning
applications and maintains a local archive. There are currently nearly 300 members, and we
would welcome more. A membership form can be found on our website:
www.thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.
Registered Charity No. 1000751
Disclaimer:The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter and at the
Society’s events are those of the writers and
speakers and do not necessarily reflect the
stance of The Thorney Island Society.

To comment on this Newsletter or
propose a story for the next edition:
info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.
For more regular updates, follow us
on Twitter: @ThorneyIslandSo and on
Instagram: @thethorneyislandsociety

