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Top: Watts & Co, Ecclesiastical Furnishers Visit 17th April
Above: Glass lantern slide from The
Institution of Civil Engineers - Visit 31st May
Left: The staircase tower to the new
Triforium galleries in Westminster Abbey,
which is even more magnificent than the
drawings promised - Visit in September.

www.thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
For regular updates, follow us on Twitter: @ThorneyIslandSo

Editorial & The Thorney Island Society News
Page 2
In November we held our AGM. After the necessary business (and refreshments) we
enjoyed a witty and well-illustrated talk from Caroline Shenton about the rebuilding of the
Houses of Parliament based on her new book, ‘Mr Barry’s War’. Following on from ‘The Day
Parliament Burned Down’ it describes in great detail the troubled history of the country’s
then largest building project.
The Society is planning to work closely with our neighbour, St Andrews Youth Club,
which celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2017. We will be helping them with a treasure
hunt in the area and also a project to interview older residents about life in the past.
There is an exciting new collaboration
between our Society and St James’s
Park. They are calling for volunteers to
help restore and revitalise Duck Island.
Our link with Duck Island (recent photo,
right) is particularly strong because it
was one of the many things that June
Stubbs (see p.5) fought for – there was
once a plan to build a café there! But she
campaigned to save it for wildlife.
If you are interested in helping to clear brambles and paths, raking and tidying the
meadow area and lake edges, making log and deadwood piles, sorting and documenting
artefacts in the barn, or helping in the cottage garden, please come along to the briefing
where Mike Turner, Assistant Park Manager, will discuss the project and get an idea of
people’s availability. Please register your initial interest by emailing the Secretary at info@
thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk or post us a note to TTIS, 10 Old Pye Street, SW1P 2DG.
Breaking News: As the Newsletter was going to press it was announced that the deputy
leader, Robert Davis, had stepped aside. As the former chair of Westminster’s planning
committee he has declared in his Register of Interests that he was entertained 150 times by
members of the property industry, many of who were at the time applying for permission
to build in the borough! It is difficult to believe that this did not have an effect on planning
decisions, since it is the councillors who have the ultimate say in important decisions, not
the professional planning officers.
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There have been no major planning applications in the past six months, perhaps because
of the uncertainty of the housing market due to Brexit, perhaps because of Westminster
City Council’s policy on conversion of offices to residential. The Government deemed this to
be permitted development for a period of three years; this is now being made permanent,
but WCC is making an Article 4 Direction, which will remove these rights in the Central
Activities Zone, which covers part of our area. This is good news, because it is pointless
losing office space to luxury housing (for that is all that interests developers here) in an
area so well provided with public transport links.
We will be sorry to see Townsend House, on the
corner of Rochester Row and Greycoat Place,
demolished. Unfortunately it is not listed and
does not fall inside one of the neighbouring
Conservation Areas – even more surprising, neither
does the Grade 2 listed Greycoat Hospital School,
which is nearby. Townsend House is going to be
replaced by a taller building, aligning with its
modern neighbour, which will have offices, a few
residential units and a restaurant. On the corner
of Broadway and Carteret Street an extremely
dreary office building is to be replaced by another
one, with a rather unusual feature: the top of the
main façade on Broadway slopes from one side to
another to align at each side with the neighbouring
buildings.

Townsend House now (above)
and proposed (below)

We are still concerned about the threat to Victoria
Tower Gardens, where it is proposed that the new Holocaust Memorial and underground
Learning Centre will be built. The winning design locates the entrance right beside the
children’s playground, effectively cutting it off from the rest of the gardens. We hope that
many of our members will write letters or emails objecting to this development when
planning permission is applied for. There are many other reasons why we do not think
Victoria Tower Gardens is a good site for this development, which can be found on the
website http://www.savevictoriatowergardens.co.uk/

A Suffragette in Westminster
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The statue of Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst in Victoria
Tower Gardens stands for the numerous women who
campaigned for the right to vote in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. Their great achievement is
being celebrated this year with, among other events, the
erection of a statue to Millicent Fawcett, who campaigned
peacefully for female suffrage, in Parliament Square. Also
in our area is Millicent Fawcett Hall, between Marsham &
Tufton Streets, which she had purpose built in 1929 as a
rare place for women to debate and discuss the issues that
affected them.

The statue of Emmeline
Pankhurst in Victoria Tower
Gardens (above) and Emily
Davison (below)

One of the most famous and militant of the suffragettes
was Emily Davison, who was later to die under the hoofs of
the King’s horse at Epsom. Before this, however, she hid on
three separate occasions inside the Houses of Parliament.
The first time she was found was at 6.30 in the evening.
She had concealed herself in a service shaft and had spent
36 hours on a small platform twenty feet above where she
was found by the night watchman. Her ambition was to ask
a question in the House the next day. She had been without
food or water but she had just found a drinking fountain
in the vestibule near the shaft. The following year she hid
in a broom cupboard on the night before the census; her
ambition was to be excluded from the count, a symbol
of her vote-less status, but in fact she was counted twice
because she was included in the return for the Houses
of Parliament and in the lodging house where she lived.
She was found again three months later climbing over
some rails in another part of the palace. At the time there
were mixed reactions among Suffragettes to her extreme
militancy, but her bravery cannot be denied and Tony Benn
commemorated her broom cupboard escapade with a
plaque, installed in 1991. 			
Lucy Peck
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Over two dozen members and friends paid tribute to our
venerable co-founder June Stubbs on March 9 when Mark
Wasilewski, manager of Saint James’s Park, unveiled a plaque
and tree to commemorate June’s work in helping to preserve
local heritage. This is a highly unusual honour and is a great
tribute to the esteem in which June was held. The tree is close
to Duck Island which June helped to preserve in its pristine state
and a refuge for wildlife.
We were delighted to be joined by the Society’s co-founder
Ann Carlton who told us that the decision to launch the first
campaign - to save the historic Westminster Library building in
Great Smith Street - was made by both of them over a glass of
whisky in June’s apartment across the road.
Afterwards, we were royally entertained by Mark and his June’s niece, Kate Stubbs
(above) and the whole
colleagues in their offices over refreshments and a glass of
party (below)
Prosecco. June would have approved.
Victor Keegan
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In October we started our collaboration with
our neighbour, Chelsea College of Art and
Design. As part of their BA Interior and Spatial
Design course, 20 students were given an
orientation tour, covering the history, culture
and architecture of The Thorney Island area.
They then visited the Archives in groups with
their tutors, Shibboleth Shechter and Marsha
Bradfield, browsed, and found an object that
sparked their interest. From this they sketched, measured and photographed, then went
away to research, plan and create a new piece of work based on the item.
We were kindly invited to their exhibition in early December. There was a wide range of
subjects that were well thought out, then skilfully and beautifully crafted. Among them
were the following, and what inspired them:
From an eighteenth century embroidered purse, or wallet, containing a personalised
invitation to Queen Victoria’s Coronation complete with seat number, a study of the owner,
Lady Gerard and her journey from her home in Mortlake to the Abbey on 28th June 1838
and a 3D pop-up paper collage, displayed with an embroidered fabric book (below).
From a description of Devil’s Acre, a small hand bound illustrated children’s book entitled
“The Story of Old Pye Street through the eyes of Tommy”. Tommy was a fictional pickpocket
and the work included items that Tommy might have in his own pockets!
From a shoebox containing objects found on the Thames foreshore and on local building
sites, a giant box containing 3 students work: one was a working jug made of mosaic of

Lumiere London
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old glass and ceramic fragments. From
a plaster model of Buckingham Palace,
a number of same size reproductions in
herculite, wax and clear Perspex, made from
a rubber mould, and a study of methods of
fabrication and value depreciation caused
by the mass production of souvenirs
(left). From a small wooden plaque carved
with the words “For My Pet” found in the
foundations of 50 Tufton Street, a study into the house, its inhabitants and possible pets!
A study of the Womens Suffrage Movement, their local meeting places and how letters
from June Stubbs to an MP to save a building, showed modern womens’ continuing
determination to be heard. 					
Jules Shellabear
Westminster Abbey was again
illuminated
in
the
second
Lumiere London event from 1821 January. These pictures show
the extraordinarily detailed way in
which the figures on the North Door
(left) and the West Front (below)
were “painted” with light.
GS
Photos by Catherine Slater
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Tuesday 17th April, 11am:

Visit to Watts & Co, Ecclesiastical Furnishers & Outfitters

Tuesday 1st May, 6.30pm:

Volunteer Briefing for Duck Island Project

Wednesday 9th May, 6.30pm:

St James’s Park tree walk with Royal Parks Arboriculturist

Thursday 31st May, 11am:

Tour of the Institution of Civil Engineers

Wednesday 6th June, 2pm:

Visit to Westminster Archives to view Thorney Island material

Saturday 23rd June, 6.30pm:

Purcell Club Musical Tour of Westminster Abbey

Tuesday 26th June, 6.30pm:

Summer Party, Grange Rochester Hotel

Friday 6th July, 2pm:

Tour of Westminster School

Thursday 2nd August. 10.30am

Tour of The Church House

September (date to be confirmed): Tour of the new Triforium Galleries in Westminster Abbey
Tuesday 13th November, 6.30pm: AGM and talk, Grange Rochester Hotel
Tuesday 11th December, 6.30pm: Christmas Party & Raffle Draw, Grange Rochester Hotel
Visit bookings can now be made through Eventbrite:
www.Eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-thorney-island-society-10626269821
Alternatively, if you do not wish to book online, please contact us and we will be happy to take your
booking. info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
10 Old Pye Street, London, SW1P 2DG
The Thorney Island Society is a voluntary amenity and civic society, which came into being in
1985. It is concerned with the welfare of the physical environment of a widening area, sometimes
referred to as the ‘Westminster Village’. It organises visits, reviews planning applications, and
maintains a local archive. There are currently more than 300 members, and we would welcome
more. A membership form can be found on our website: www.thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 10000751
Disclaimer: While The Thorney Island Society
is concerned that the views expressed in
articles are relevant and honestly held by the
contributor, the opinions stated by individuals
may not necessarily be held by The Thorney
Island Society Executive, which is not in a
position to vouch for their accuracy.
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on Twitter: @ThorneyIslandSo
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