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Above: Richard Rogers’s Channel 4 building when
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Obituaries: Owen Luder and Richard Rogers

From our Chair, Sue Ball
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It has been a busy year so far, particularly
for the Society’s role as a statutory planning
consultee for Westminster City Council
(WCC). We are pleased to see an enhanced
commitment by WCC to involve local
groups in planning matters in recognition
that we know our neighbourhoods better
than anyone else and have special insight
and knowledge. WCC launched their ‘Early
Community Engagement in Westminster’ at
a breakfast meeting in City Hall on the 21st
February, which I attended on behalf of the
Society. Time will tell whether this
framework will encourage developers to
adopt an earlier, more transparent and
meaningful approach to community
consultation.
We are indebted to The London Forum
(of which we are a member) for their
updates on various guidance documents.
An important one for us is the recently
published second edition of Historic
England’s Tall Buildings Guidance. This
makes interesting reading, although it is
clearly
easier
to
apply
the
recommendations in Cathedral towns than
in Westminster, which is subject to
exceptional development pressures from all
sides. Neighbouring boroughs across the
priorities - such as improving their tax-base!
The tall buildings guidance covers several
practical topics including the subject of
wind around tall buildings, an important
local consideration.
In addition, WCC has published
ambitious plans to place sustainability at
the heart of the built environment in
Westminster and in a parallel and long-

awaited proposal, the Society attended a
WCC community consultation on the
greening of Victoria Street. The conclusion
was to go-ahead with the proposal for
tree-planters in suitable locations as well as
progressing more long-term solutions.
the 21st June: We look forward to spending
the evening on the lakeside terrace in St
James’s Park Café. We are also very pleased
to open our Archives on two occasions this
summer for members to visit, view our
collection and use for research. (See back
page for dates.)
The Society is looking forward to
exciting times ahead and we would
welcome your involvement as a new
Committee Member to help in running
the Society, particularly if you have
experience of organising events. Jules,
programme for the last 6 years is
stepping down, but she is continuing as
Secretary. Please can you volunteer as
our new Events Organiser to cover
visits, parties and Zoom talks? Jules
and the Committee will give help and
guidance.
We have received the following two
generous payments but we don’t know
who they’re from: 16th October 2021 £55 Postal Order, posted from the West
Country and 28th January 2022 - £65
BACS payment ref. JOCRAN. If you
would like to remain anonymous that is
drop us a line so we can thank you!

at the centre of a team tackling a threedimensional puzzle, the pieces of which
are contributed by a range of colleagues
such as cost consultants and engineers.
But it is the architects who must ensure
that their spatial and pictorial vision knits
with all the other objectives, such as
comfort, convenience and economy.
Two outstanding members of the
profession, who both had links with
Thorney Island, died in recent months:
Owen Luder (b.1928) was a true
modernist, specialising in the in-situ
concrete construction style, known as
Brutalism, that was the logical solution to
building during a period of steel shortages
in the 1960s. This style of architecture has
not worn well, often because it was badly
maintained. Luder became a prominent
member of the informal ‘Rubble Club’, a
group of architects who outlived their
buildings. But he was a realist and
accepted that buildings could not always
be saved for posterity. He was also ahead of
others in saying that there were
environmental reasons why demolition

1994, was a clear descendant of Lloyd’s and
the Pompidou Centre, the building that
made Rogers’s name. His use of steel and
Luder’s earlier work. For the passer-by the
building is eye-catching: ostentatiously
plenty of natural light. The building had
worn well until the suspended glass wall to
the entrance atrium began to give trouble,
which meant that the main entrance had
to be closed. It is now rather sad-looking,
but this year it is being reclad with
toughened glass.
Since October 2007 the dramatic
entrance ramp area has been dominated
by the Big 4, a changing display of public
art, commissioned to celebrate 25 years of
Channel 4.

with redundant buildings. For a time he
Chair among other roles in The Thorney
Island Society.
Richard Rogers (b.1933) won a
competition against two other architects,
including James Stirling, to design the
Channel 4 headquarters in Horseferry
Road. His practice had completed the
Lloyd’s building in 1986 and the Channel 4
building, constructed between 1990 and

Owen Luder with June Stubbs, Founder and
Chair of TTIS, 2008

Planning News
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There are a number of building projects
underway in Thorney Island at the
moment, the most exciting being the
Sacristy building at Westminster Abbey,
designed by Ptolemy Dean, which was
mentioned in the Autumn/Winter 2019
Newsletter. The preparatory archaeology
has
been
underway,
and
the
archaeologists made some fascinating
discoveries, which will be among the
things that Ptolemy will tell us about at our
AGM in November, when he will be our
guest speaker.
have recently got planning permission still
seem to be on track, despite the
space will be needed in the future. There
The proposed Stockley House

are many organisations that are reducing
their work-space, with the expectation that
there will be more people working from
home in the future, at least for part of the
week. The new Townsend House is being
built as I write. Sadly, the developer got
planning permission on appeal for the
the Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower
Gardens) where the Council made the right
decision but was over-ruled by the
Planning Inspectorate.
A very large mixed development,
Stockley House, just behind Victoria
Station, has just been submitted to the
council
for
planning
permission
(22/01807/FULL). The Society will be
making an objection on the basis that it
will be a large intrusion on the local skyline
and sets a precedent for taller buildings
creeping down Vauxhall Bridge Road.
It might appear that the work on the
Palace of Westminster is nearing the end,
but this is far from the case. The roof work
is nearing completion - witness the
glittering restored Elizabeth Tower - but
the bulk of the work is still ahead. A
relentless series of planning applications
are being made to Westminster City
Council, applying for permission to do
preparatory work in and around the
building, such as an ‘Intrusive pull out tests
to window surrounds and walls ‘.
Mercifully there has been a reprieve for
Richmond House in Whitehall, which until
recently was threatened with almost
complete demolition to make space for a
temporary Commons Chamber. This

scheme has been abandoned and there is
talk in the press of the ‘restoration and
renewal’ work going on for a couple of
decades yet! All we know is that the
Richmond House plan has been
abandoned and the vast project is being
examined again; our MP Nickie Aiken has
joined the Commons Commission
studying the options.
The London Gardens Trust (LGT)
decided to challenge the decision of the
Planning Inspector and Minister on the
Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower
Gardens. The hearing took place recently
over two days in the High Court in which
the degree of harm that would be done to
the Buxton Memorial
and also the
consideration given to alternative sites
They also asked if the Judge could look at
an Act passed in 1900, concerning the
creation of the gardens; the LGT were

pleased that the Judge agreed to look at
the implications of the Act. They expect a
judgement some time in March.
‘The Broadway’, the massive luxury
replaces New Scotland Yard, is now visible.
windows, a lot of them looking out at more
strange-shaped windows in the buildings
opposite. How popular will they be? We
were consulted by the developers on the
public art installation that will sit between
the plinths of the residential towers. Those
who saw the presentation were unsure
about the thinking behind the proposal - a
distorted equestrian statue - but it will
undoubtedly result in some interesting
speculation and comment!
A view of the new Orchard Place, the
pedestrian street through The Broadway. The
sculpture, inset, will stand in the middle.

Street Names
By Lucy Peck
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may come from another Jacobite naval
Dartmouth in 1682.
Both roads lead up to what is now
Queen Anne’s Gate, which has a very
complicated history. This thoroughfare,
running from the existing gate to the park
to what was then Long Ditch (now Storey’s
Gate) had many names: in 1697 the name
was changed from Maiden Lane to Queen
Street and in 1708 it was described as a
‘considerable new street’. The eastern
section consisted of two parts in the
mid-18th century: the wider Great Queen

Street names in London have
sometimes stayed the same and
sometimes changed frequently. One
inevitably wonders where some of the
names come from; many of them have
straightforward origins but some are
obscure and the subject of myth or
speculation. This is a new series of articles
about the streets and their names in our
area, based largely on the rigorous Survey
of London (1926) and the rather more
chatty Old and New London (1878). Please
get in touch if you know ofinteresting
stories behind your local street names.

became Vincent Square and surrounding
streets, but then used for various recre‐
ational and other pursuits.
Two roads running north from Tothill
Street are Carteret Street and Dartmouth
Street. Carteret Street existed as early as
the late 17th century and contained a
cockpit, an inn called The Queen’s Head,

Tothill Street. This is an old street that

until he acted as navy treasurer under
Charles ll - and then he is recorded as
having a house south of Pall Mall, not here.
Dartmouth Street is also found in the
earliest maps of the area and the name

at least the reign of Elizabeth I. Presumably
it was so called being the road that led to‐
wards Tothill Fields, the swampy area that

inhabitants featured in an adultery trial in
1691 involving the Duke and Duchess of
Norfolk! The name may have come from Sir
George Carteret, who served King Charles l
and ll. He was the only Carteret of
distinction at that time but, as a naval

narrower eastern section, Little Queen
Street, until they were united as Old Queen
Street in 1893.
The wider western section of the road
was also in two parts. The eastern section
was known as Park Street and was largely
rebuilt around 1774; the westernmost
section, with houses built around 1704,
was known as Queen’s Square. They were
united in 1874, becoming Queen Anne’s
Gate. The separation is explained in this
amusing quotation from Old and New
London - amusing because of the very
Between Victoria Street and St James’s Park
is Queen Square, called by Strype “Queen
Anne Square”, and now altered by the au‐
thority of the Metropolitan Board of Works
to “Queen Anne’s Gate”. It tells its own tale so
far as the date ofits erection. It is a small ob‐
yards from east to west, but very narrow
from north to south. Hatton, writing in 1708,

speaks ofit in terms of glowing, and, we fear
must be added, undiscriminating praise, as
When Park Street was erected, the inhabit‐
ants of Queen Square, apprehending that
carriages on their way to Ranelagh would
pass through the New Street, and make their
hitherto quiet square a noisy thoroughfare,
in order to avoid King Street, the Sanctuary,
and Tothill Street, erected, by subscription,
the wall and railing which separates Queen
Square and Park Street. At the eastern en‐
trance of the square, set up against one of
the houses on the south side, is a statue of
the queen after whom the square in named;
it is, however, a poor specimen of art, and is
so placed that it scarcely strikes the eye of
the passer-by. In fact, very few persons know
ofits existence. The queen is dressed in her
state robes, and has the sceptre and orb in
her hands.

Birdcage Walk is well known as the
location of the Stuart Kings’ aviaries, hence
its name. The keeper of the Aviaries was
Edward Storey, who gave his name to the
gate that once stood across Great George
Street (created in the 1750s), controlling
access to the park at its southeast corner.
The road that went south from just outside
the gate was known as Long Ditch, then
Prince’s Street, until it became Storey’s
Gate. This name once applied to the
houses on Prince’s Court, the east-west
street right beside the gate to the park, but
was adopted for the whole north-south
street running between the park and the
Abbey. Could this have been to distinguish
this street from the numerous other streets
in London which included Prince in their
names?

Grosvenor Gardens
By Peter Wyeth
Victoria Station is not the place you
design. On the west side of Buckingham
Palace Road there is a statue to Marechal
Foch, hero of the Great War, facing the
station, and behind him is Grosvenor
Gardens (South).
The triangular green space was in a poor
state by the end of the Second World War,
when it had various sheds plonked on its
grasses and, known as ‘the French garden’,
the French embassy took up the idea of a
full redesign, appointing Jean-Charles
Moreux, French architect and gardendesigner. He began work on the design
and the garden was reopened by the
French Ambassador in 1952.
Moreux was born at the Chateau de
Joncy in the Loire, studied at the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts in Paris, organised ‘The Art of
French Gardens’ exhibition, and was then
commissioned to design the Square des
Gobelins garden in Paris. In 1946 he was
appointed Chief Architect of Civic
Buildings and National Palaces, and
numbered among his clients Robert de
Rothschild, the couturiers Jacques Doucet
and Raphael, the Princesse de Polignac,
Vicomte Charles de Noailles, the novelist
Colette, and the Louvre. He also designed
the interior of the French Institute library in
South Kensington.
He became friends with the architect
Jean Lurcat and his brother Andre, the
tapestry designer, and represented a
rigorous and poetic ‘New classicism’, also
drawing upon baroque and rococo style, as
he was anxious to introduce elements of
‘the marvellous’ into design.
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Moreux distinguished himself by
designing public gardens that combined
Deco and the Industrial Revolution, with
whimsical, illusionistic devices like oversize
columns and mirrors.
To suggest the spirit of France, he chose
an arabesque pattern set among the
existing trees, symmetrically arranged
along a central axis extending from the
Foch statue to the opposite end of the site,
with curls reminiscent of Andre Lurcat’s
rejuvenation of French tapestry.
His original design for the triangle of
lawn was embroidered with a ‘double palm’
pattern of boxwood, terminated by jets of
water. Those vertical accents created two
perspective lines, emphasised by the
reducing height of the jets from the base of
the triangular site to its top.
To save costs, Moreux substituted
conical yews for the jets of water, but
neither option was carried out. Instead, fat

install Moreux’s full and
most ambitious design.
If anyone is interested in
joining Peter’s campaign to
restore this garden, please
contact him at:
peter.g.e.wyeth@gmail.com.

Right: a sketch of a design
for the gardens which was
not carried out.
version.

intended optical illusion and the boxwood
pattern became a paved path, which
Moreux insisted contain only one type of
the gardens at Versailles).
His aim was a curving foliage pattern
backdrop to the Foch statue, and
representing ‘the vigour and beauty of
French gardens across past centuries’, in
line with the belief that there was no
modernity without tradition.
Lacking green space, it would be great
to gain support from VictoriaBID,
Westminster Council and particularly the

Fonds Moreux. ENSBA/Cité de l'architecture et du patrimoine/Archives d'architecture contemporainee

News from The Royal Parks
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With tedious regularity the ‘Bird Flu
Season’ has come around again with all
ofits attendant worries, not to mention
the fact that the poor old pelicans lose
their freedom until the threat has
annual event now and we are unlikely
to be free ofit again, or so I was told by
a DEFRA inspector a few years ago. All
we can do is follow the guidelines and
try to keep our collection as safe as
possible.
How can we do this? It’s a tricky
question and we must consider the
two parts of the collection here in St
James’s Park. The waterfowl and the
pelicans. The waterfowl collection,
whist not wild, are able to display many
wild behaviours and this makes them
very hard to protect. The most likely
way that AI could enter the park is
through vectors such as blackheaded
gulls, wild mallard or other peripatetic
species and these will rub shoulders
happily with our residents, especially if
being fed. To try to combat this we
have been feeding the waterfowl in
slightly deeper water which the gulls
do not adapt to, feeding under trees
‘ducks only’ areas such as under the
bridge to Duck Island. These measures
undoubtedly help, as does walking
though the feeding area to keep the
gulls at bay whilst the waterfowl clean

up their feed. However, when the birds
are being fed by park visitors it can be
a bit of a scrum with pigeons and gulls
squabbling for food in amongst the
ducks and geese. This is a knotty
problem and one to which we are
giving much thought.
In some ways the pelicans are much
easier to deal with – apart, that is, from
initially persuading them to enter their
the day of The Great Pelican Round Up
we assembled a team which included
Sanctuary as well as a shepherd and a
dairy farmer (unlikely though it might
we had a lot of animal rounding up
pelican was a dream, she was dozing
on the bank and I was simply able to
pick her up and put her in the car. The
next three were a little trickier but
eventually and without stress followed
we managed to corral using kayaks
and people in waders to catch them
gently by hand.
With amazing rapidity, they settled
into their luxury compound and seem
very happy. They have all mod-cons,
including a pond, an indoor swimming
pool and an indoor roosting bench. At
the suggestion of Mark Wasilewski we
have also given them a park bench in

their enclosure. As we all know, they
benches and why should they be
deprived of that luxury just because
they are incarcerated?
the highly pathogenic H5N1 strain and
I admit that it has been a worry,

would see it in the collection. So far we
have been lucky and by the end of
March hopefully the danger will have
passed and the pelicans can resume
their normal duties of enchanting and
delighting visitors to St James’s Park.

Diary Dates
Zoom/digital event
In person event

Fri 22nd April, 11am:
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Exclusive, guided virtual tour of the Supreme Court,
Parliament Square via Microsoft Teams - Restricted
availability

Sat 7th May, 11am to 4pm

Archive Open Day - Registration open

Fri 10th June, 11am to 4pm

Archive Open Day - Registration open

Tues 21st June, 6.30pm:

The Society’s Summer Party, Benugo St James’s Park Café,
Horseguards Road, London SW1A 2BJ - On sale now

Tues 5th July, 6.30pm:

‘Looking at Commemorative Public Art on Thorney Island’ a talk by Melissa Jo Smith & Montaz Marche - On sale now

Tues 18th October, 6.30pm:

Cocktails at the Cinnamon Club - Save the date as not on
sale yet

Tues 8th November, 6.30pm:

The Society’s 36th AGM and talk on the new work at the
Abbey, by Architect of the Fabric, Ptolemy Dean - Save the
date as registration not open yet

Monday 5th December, 6.30pm:

The Society’s Christmas Party - Save the date as not on
sale yet

Bookings and registration can be made through Eventbrite: https://tinyurl.com/eventbrite-TTIS
Or please contact us at info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk / 10 Old Pye Street, London SW1P 2DG
The Thorney Island Society is a voluntary amenity and civic society, which was founded in 1985.
It is concerned with the welfare of the physical environment of the area sometimes referred to
as ‘Westminster Village’. It organises talks, visits and social events. It reviews planning
applications and maintains a local archive. There are currently nearly 300 members, and we
would welcome more. A membership form can be found on our website:
www.thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.
Registered Charity No. 1000751
Disclaimer: The views and opinions
expressed in this newsletter and at the
Society’s events are those of the writers and
stance of The Thorney Island Society.

To comment on this Newsletter or
propose a story for the next edition:
info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.
For more regular updates, follow us
on Twitter: @ThorneyIslandSo and on
Instagram: @thethorneyislandsociety

