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THE  RENOVATED ARCHIVES

Above: The presentation in the Archives by 
Foster + Partners of the scheme for the late 
Queen’s Memorial

Left, above: Interior of the Archives following 
extensive renovation

Left: An undated photo in the Archives shows 
the proprietor, Hassan Hafez, standing in front 
of the Mini Grosvenor Store, as it was called 
before becoming the home of the Archives.



Campaigning and Advocacy
Since our last newsletter, we have remained 
active on several fronts. The proposed 
Learning Centre in Victoria Tower Gardens 
is still a constant issue, and we continue to 
put pressure on Parliament to reconsider 
these proposals.  We also remain engaged 
with the Cabinet Office regarding the 
Queen Elizabeth II Memorial in St James’s 
Park, now with Westminster City Council’s 
planning team (see pages 14 & 15). Further-
more, we continue to monitor the impact 
of anti-social behaviour on Victoria Street 
and support the implementation of the 
Public Spaces Protection Order.  Do keep an 
eye on the website and the newsletters for 
additional information on key issues.

Join Our Team: Call for Volunteers
To build on this momentum, we are looking 
to add further support to our vibrant 
committee. We have opportunities for 
members who would like to play an active 
role in the Society:
 * Events Support: This role is essential, to 
help ensure we continue to provide well-
organised events for our members. We 
especially need active support to organise 
the Summer and Christmas Parties.
 * Talks and Submissions: We are looking for 
individuals to help run our historical talks 
or contribute to the excellent articles found 
in our newsletters.
 * Planning and Administration: Those inter-
ested in planning matters, administrative 
support, or website administration are also 
very welcome to get in touch.
If you have an interest in getting involved, 
please feel free to contact me at 
chair@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.

It is always a delight to share our newsletter 
with you. As a Society, we successfully bring 
social events, historical talks, campaigning, 
and preservation of our amenity area all 
under one roof to celebrate the best that 
the historical heart of Westminster has to 
offer. We are only as strong as our 
members, and I’d like to start by thanking 
you all for your continued support.

A Landmark Anniversary
Our fortieth year was a truly special mile-
stone. The year was a resounding success, 
with many special events enjoyed through-
out 2025.  It was a matter of personal de-
light to see such active engagement, 
demonstrating a society in action as we cel-
ebrated four decades of protecting the his-
torical heart of London.

Our Refurbished Archives
I am also delighted to highlight the 
wonderful refurbishment of our office and 
archives. This was led by Julia Stepanian, 
our newest committee member and 
Trustee.  These improvements ensure our 
Society remains a vital source of historical 
knowledge. Our Archives continue to be a 
point of pride, and we are grateful for kind 
donations from June Stubbs and others 
over the years. June would have been 
immensely proud that the funds were used 
to reinvigorate the Archives for the next 40 
years. We are also grateful to the local 
councillors’ in St James’ Ward and Vincent 
Square Ward who provided additional 
match funding from the Councillors Ward 
budget allocation.  However, such projects 
could never be completed without the 
most important commodity of all: a 
volunteer's time - thank you Julia!

We are proposing a shift toward a 
proactive, curated marketplace model. Key 
initiatives include:
●   A Sunday Farmers/Community Market 
pilot to foster a true neighbourhood 
destination. Creating the opportunity for 
new commodities to demonstrate 
demand.
●   The Strutton Ground Design Code to 
set high-quality standards for shopfronts 
and stalls, creating the future and not 
window dressing to the past.
●   Infrastructure upgrades, including 
slimline stalls to help people navigate  the 
shop fronts, feature lighting, electrical 
rather than gas cylinder usage, CCTV, and 
green infrastructure. 
●   A Digital Heritage Trail to attract 
people beyond the lunch rush, going 
beyond the usual hours and abnormal 
approach that has developed.

We want to retain and enhance our 
market’s unique character, but not at the 
cost of the amenity. The challenges of 
Devil’s Acre belong to the history books, 
not the pages of our newsletter.  Does this 
vision reflect your views? Please share 
them so that we can collectively push for 
the best outcomes together. Due to the 
standing issues in Strutton Ground we will 
regularly update you on progress.

Strutton Ground is more than just a 
shortcut, it is a nexus of our neighbour-
hood, bridging Victoria Street with resid-
ential communities. However, as of early 
2026, the area is under debate. While the 
weekday lunch rush brings high footfall, 
the street is often perceived as a mere 
pass-through space during off-peak hours, 
leaving challenging problems with after-
dark issues.

The Thorney Island Society and key 
stakeholders highlighted several persist-
ent challenges that impact the daily lives 
of visitors, residents and businesses in 
Strutton Ground:
●   Market Oversaturation: A dominance 
of hot food stalls has led to persistent 
odours and slippery pavements caused by 
grease, affecting residents' wellbeing and 
marketplace users.
●   Retail Imbalance: We’ve seen a decline 
in commodity diversity, such as fresh 
produce, crafts, and floristry.  Are hot food 
stalls really the only marketplace feature 
of the future? We don’t think so.
●    Safety & Environment: Concerns 
regarding poor lighting, anti-social 
behaviour, and inadequate waste 
management remain high.  Is this Devil’s 
Acre returning (cf p.11), or was it always 
there and just an accepted way of life?

Proposed Memorial to 
Queen Elizabeth ll -  

the new bridge.
For more images see 

pages 14 and 15.

From the Chair, Glenn Murphy Strutton Ground
By Glenn Murphy
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Recently we were delighted to host a 
meeting with the team designing the 
Memorial to the late Queen in St James’s 
Park (see pages 14 & 15). They gave us a 
succinct and informative  description  of the 
hard and soft landscaping and allayed some 
of our fears that the north-south route 
through the park, over the blue bridge, will 
become even more congested than it is now 
- we all laughed when they showed an 
image of a solidly packed crowd of tourists 
on the bridge; a sight familiar to all of us, so 
it was good to see the problem 
acknowledged!

will take place, which will include, for in-
stance, the preparation of alternative ac-
commodation, clearing access routes in 
the Palace, archaeological investigations, 
and preparations for a river jetty for the de-
livery of materials and removal of spoil. 

In the Report there are brief references 
to two other schemes nearby, which are 
likely to have a bearing on  the difficulty of 
carrying out the R&R project: the Holocaust 
Memorial and Learning Centre in Victoria 
Tower Gardens and the Parliament Square 
Streetscape Project, a joint effort between 
Parliament, TfL and WCC to improve Parlia-
ment Square and its surroundings.

There is currently a vast network of base-
ment servicing tunnels in which pipes, 
cables and ducting were laid on top of each 
other. These will be rationalised and the lib-
erated and expanded areas utilised for vis-
itors, among other functions. The report is 
somewhat coy about excavations, men-
tioned as part of this Phase One work, but 
a new basement level is suggested on page 
35 of the report, with a double height vis-
itor ‘space’ located below the Central 
Lobby. This excavation goes a little way to 
explain the eye-popping prices already an-
ticipated for Phase One alone.

Recent publications by the R&R Client 
Board expose the still hesitant planning 
for the essential work needed in the 
Palace of Westminster, a topic that has 
been under discussion for at least ten 
years. Although much of their Report fo-
cusses on the way decisions will be made 
and the role of Parliament in making those 
decisions, it also emphasises the urgent 
work needed on such problematic matters 
as electricity supply, plumbing, sewage, 
heating and communications which, at 
the moment, are dealt with on a case-by-
case basis as the aging infrastructure 
crumbles. This arrangement will prevail 
into mid-2030 because a decision has still 
to be made: whether  to decant both 
chambers and all the offices into a com-
bination of the ‘Northern Estate’ (Com-
mons) and the QEll Conference Centre 
(Lords), or whether to leave the House of 
Commons functioning inside the Palace, 
for a time using the Lords’ Chamber, while 
MPs’ offices etc shift from place to place. 
The decision is not promised until 2030.

During the four or five years leading up 
to this decision some preparatory work 

Restoration and Renewal of the 
Houses of ParliamentPage 4 Page 5

Planning 

The Council suffered a cyber-attack in 
late November 2025, which delayed some 
planning applications and decisions, 
among other Council duties. Applications 
that required consultation had to wait for 
the restoration of the service, in mid-Feb-
ruary, causing delay for some decisions.

Applications recently under considera-
tion included two hotel schemes: the first, 
which was refused planning permission 
by the Council, is Nobel House, a contro-
versial conversion of offices to a large 
hotel, which local people feared would 
harm the ambiance of Smith Square, a 
strikingly tranquil residential area within a 
few minutes’ walk of Parliament. The 
second is Albany House, also a conver-
sion from offices to a hotel. This would add 
to the large number of existing and pro-
posed hotels clustered around St James’s 
Park Station. 

There are two more office-to-office 
schemes in Victoria Street under consid-
eration: 10 – 20 near the east end of the 
street, which would involve rebuilding, 
similar to 1 Victoria Street, which is cur-
rently going up across the road, and 
Windsor and Christchurch Houses, on 
the corner of Victoria Street and Bucking-
ham Gate, for which an unobjectionable 
external face-lift,  internal modifications, 
and the inevitable roof garden is pro-
posed, combined with more activity at 
ground level.

A cheering prospect is the radical 
enhancement of the gardens either side of 
the main entrance to Tate Britain, which 
will enliven the whole area in front of the 
gallery.

Above: Albany House as a hotel 
Below:10 - 20 Victoria Street as proposed

Right: Cables and pipes beneath the Palace of 
Westminster and the image from p.35 of the  

R&R Report (opposite)



Pye Street. A large and eclectic collection 
of postcards and other materials from the 
nineteenth to the twenty-first centuries is 
stored in the Archives, arranged by subject 
in over 100 categories from Admiralty 
Arch to Whitehall. The collection includes 
advertisements, houses, London life, per-
sonalities, streets, and state occasions. 
Periodicals and pamphlets accompany the 
specialised library of books of London in-
terest. The general files contain material 
ranging from archaeology, architecture 
and education to statues, transport and 
wildlife, together with a large collection of 
newspaper cuttings, a selection of com-
memorative coins, and albums of first-day 
covers of British stamps.

The filing cabinets at the Archives 
contain information about local streets 
and buildings classified in alphabetical 
street order. In the months leading up to 
the refurbishment of the TTIS Archives in 
early 2026, a team of volunteers led by 
Jules Shellabear ‘sorted out’ (or 
decluttered) the filing cabinets with the 
aim of discarding duplicate copies of 
documents and identifying those that 
should be kept in the limited space 
available. The sorting-out process resulted 
in unexpected discoveries, prompting the 
exploration of fascinating backstories 
about street names, as recounted in the 
Society’s newsletters and blogs.

Since the Society is a recognised con-
sultee of Westminster City Council Plan-
ning Committee, the drawers of the filing 
cabinets contain copies of planning ap-
plications submitted to Council and archi-
tectural drawings for comment by the So-
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The Thorney Island Society Archives 
by Linda Hantrais and Lucy Peck

Residents of the Thorney Island sector
of Westminster’s St James’s Ward are privi-
leged to have access to two valuable and 
complementary sources of materials of his-
torical interest about an area of Westmin-
ster notorious in earlier centuries for its 
sanctuary and slums: the widely known 
and regularly visited Westminster City 
Archives; and the under-exploited Thorney 
Island Archives.

The Westminster City Archives (the ar-
row pointing west on the map) in St Ann’s 
Street were founded as a purpose-built fa-
cility in 1994 and opened to the public in 
January 1995. The Archives were construc-
ted on a site at the back of the old Great 
Smith Street Baths and Wash House, which 
were built in 1851. They brought together 
in a single building a collection of historic 
records dating back to the thirteenth cen-
tury, hitherto dispersed across Westmin-
ster’s libraries. Today, these Archives are 
part of the Westminster Libraries and 
Archives Network. The five-storey building 
houses local records, maps, newspapers, 

images and censuses in print, micro-fiches 
and digitised formats, including three 
floors of temperature and humidity-con-
trolled storage rooms, and a specially de-
signed underground conservation studio. 

The Thorney Island Society’s Archives
(the downward arrow) predate the West-
minster City Archives by a decade. They are 
located just a few hundred metres away 
from the Westminster Archives at 10 Old 
Pye Street. They did not become part of the 
Westminster network in 1994 but cooper-
ate closely with them, for example by 
jointly hosting events on the premises of 
the Westminster City Archives.

The Thorney Island Society (TTIS) was 
founded in 1985 by June Stubbs and Ann 
Carlton as a Westminster conservation and 
amenity society with the initial objective of 
saving the Public Library erected in Great 
Smith Street in 1893. 

TTIS Archives occupy a single room 
measuring 5.5 x 3.5m (see cover photo) at 
the corner of Peabody’s Abbey Orchard Es-
tate, which replaced the Devil’s Acre slums 

in 1882. Before becoming part of Peabody, 
the site was occupied by a six-storey 
building called the Westminster Working 
Men’s Club and Reading Rooms. The Club 
was established with accommodation for 
up to 60 families who were too poor to be 
able to afford rents in the Peabody build-
ings, where men were required to be in 
employment earning 18 to 20 shillings a 
week before they were admitted. 

During the 40 years since its creation, 
TTIS accumulated a wealth of local mater-
ial relating to the history of Thorney Island, 
covering Westminster organisations, such 
as Westminster City Council; Licensing, Po-
lice, Arts, and religious bodies; and papers 
relating to the Greater London Authority, 
the Royal Parks, River Thames, museums 
and galleries, wildlife and conservation, 
societies. 

The photographic collection contains 
images dating from the early twentieth 
century, often showing architectural de-
tails. Many of the maps and rare prints in 
the collection are hung on the walls at Old 

The  Westminster Archives, 
off St Ann’s Street

Map showing the historic Devil’s Acre area and 
the location of the two archives. 

The Westminster Working Men’s Cub



for the loss of the hospital. Some of these 
were incorporated into the residential 
development that emerged towards the 
end of the decade as a conversion rather 
than a complete rebuild.
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ciety. For example, the filing cabinet draw-
ers fully document the interconnected 
stories of the proposal to relocate the Great 
Smith Street Library and to repurpose the 2 
Marsham Street site, incorporating the 
Home Office and a residential and com-
mercial development.

Under banner headlines in the national 
and local press in 1986, such as ‘Library 
ends final chapter’, the author of the article 
commented that ‘against local opposition, 
Westminster Council will make the final 
announcement today to close the 
nineteenth century Great Smith Street 
Library in Victoria and sell it to developers 
for offices and flats’, expecting it to ‘fetch 
about £800,000’. The journalist explains 
how ‘Thorney Island chairman June Stubbs 
spearheaded the campaign to stop the 
closure with a petition signed by more 
than 1,000 local people’. Representations 
were made, among others, by the local St 

Matthews Church and Primary School. 
Stubbs argued that the proposal 
threatened the survival of  ‘a unified site … 
which brings vitality to an area especially 
hard hit in social terms over the past 30 
years’. The Council countered that ‘the 
relocation would increase the usage and 
be more attuned to the 1990s’, despite the 
proposed site in Victoria Street being one-
third smaller than that in Great Smith 
Street. 

A building that many local residents will 
remember is the Westminster Hospital, in 
three blocks around St John’s Gardens. The 
files in the archives contain a proposal 
from 1992:  a mixed use development,  and 
designed by Terry Farrell & Company. 
Housing to be built on the site of the 
Nurses home and  offices on the sites of 
the main hospital building. This scheme  
got planning permission subject to various 
Section 106 contributions to compensate 

The Thorney Island Society Archives 
cont.

Above left: Page Street: the original, what was 
proposed, and what was built

Above: the offices proposed on the main hos-
pital site. Note the ‘three ugly sisters’ in the 

background

Below: looking down Dean Ryle Street - not 
much has changed



Page 11

Now that our Archives in Old Pye Street 
have been lovingly revamped it is time for 
our next challenge – to get more members 
and others to use the archive as a place of 
study or conversation or to listen to talks. 
Most of the visitors who come here are 
impressed by the history contained in this 
small space - formerly a corner shop (see 
cover photo) - especially the books on the 
shelves and the prints on the walls, thanks 
largely to the collecting of our joint 
founder June Stubbs.

It is a collection that wants to be 
browsed. A few years ago we decided not 
to have books about more distant parts of 
London which are well catered for by other 
libraries but to concentrate on our 
immediate area. This makes research a bit 

squalid area popularised by Dickens as the 
Devil’s Acre (where our Archives are loc-
ated).

There are six monumental books about 
London written by Walter Thornbury and 
Edward Walford. These are standard works 
for anyone interested in London and have 
the bonus of containing a huge number of 
engravings which are well out of copyright 
restrictions. We also have a number of the 
Surveys of London which are often vital for 
research. A book called Parochial Memorials
by J E Smith, the vestry clerk of the parish of 
Saint Margaret and St John the Evangelist, 
gives a harrowing account of life in the area. 

It is the source of the story that during the 
epidemic of 1848 “a medical gentleman was 
called to visit a sufferer in one of the streets 
on which the Church now abuts. While 
stooping over the poor creature to 
administer medicine which he was provided 
in readiness, his coat pockets were emptied 
of their contents by the dying woman’s 
husband”. This probably happened in St 
Ann’s Lane or Old Pye Street. Smith also 
recalls many good works done including “a 
refuge for thieves opened in Great Smith 
Street“ and “nearly 100 of these men in 
process of regeneration were induced to 
attend the Services of the church“. He adds 
that a class for blind beggars was opened 
numbering over sixty.

easier but it still leaves a lot of books to 
read.

For those interested in old Westminster 
there are many tomes including two by 
David Sullivan, a former QC, on Anglo 
Saxon and medieval Westminster. One, 
called The Westminster Circle, is about 
people who lived and worked in early 
Westminster between 1066 and 1307. The 
other one is called The Westminster Corridor
which is a study of Westminster Abbey and 
its extensive lands in Middlesex in Anglo 
Saxon times. Gervase Rosser, an Oxford his-
torian, has written another authoritative 
book on medieval Westminster while 
Jefferson Feerick, a Cambridge graduate, 
has written an entire dissertation on Old 
Pye Street,  once the epicentre of the 

The Archives Book Collection
By Victor Keegan Page 10
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Forgotten Island by Victor Keegan published 
this year.

The archive also stores numerous files on 
individual streets in the area plus copies of 
periodicals published by the London 
Record, the London Topographical Society 
and the journal of the Abbey choristers. The 
best way to see is to come and have a look. 
There are a couple of talks being held 
shortly on Saturdays mid-day at the 
Archives which can be booked on 
Eventbrite. For individual or group visits 
(free) you can contact me at victor.
keegan@gmail.com and I will try to arrange 
something.

the old rivers back to life.
We also have part one of a fascinating 

two-part series on The Art, Architecture and 
Archaeology of the Royal Abbey and Palace, 
kindly donated by Richard Foster, who 
wrote one of the chapters.

One of the best books offering a 
comprehensive view of the history and 
recent archaeological excavations that have 
taken place on Thorney Island is a 
monograph by the Museum of London 
entitled The Royal Palace, Abbey and Town of 
Westminster on Thorney Island. It is one of 
only three books I know of with Thorney 
Island in the title. The others are The Gem of 
Thorney Island by James Ridgway, originally 
published in 1860 and Thorney, London’s 

The Archives Book Collection
Cont.

Left and above: part of the collection

Right: The Museum of London’s 
monograph on Thorney IslandThere are more than two dozen books 

on the lost rivers including two of special 
interest, both called The Lost Rivers of 
London.  One is by Nicholas Barton - who 
was educated on Thorney Island at 
Westminster School. It remains the most 
quoted book on the subject despite being 
written over fifty years ago. In 2016 he 
revised the book with Stephen Myers, a 
professional water engineer and member 
of the Thorney Island Society, who died 
tragically during the Covid crisis. Stephen 
wanted to explore ways in which the 
remaining flow of some of the rivers could 
be used to ornament London again. It 
would be interesting if someone could 
follow up Stephen’s idea to bring part of 
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The Memorial to Queen Elizabeth ll in 
St James’s Park

We were pleased to be consulted at several 
stages in the development of the plans for 
the late Queen’s Memorial garden, most 
recently at a presentation by the architects  
to an enthusiastic group of members in the 
Archives, who came away reassured on 
several points about which we expressed 
concerns:

The bridge will no longer cause a 
bottleneck for the thousands of people 
who cross it as commuters every day.

The wildflower meadows will get 
sufficient sun to flourish, provided people 
are kept off them at the critical times of 
year.

Lighting on the direct north-south path 
will be at the same level as today, making it 
safe for pedestrians while also suitable for 
the welfare of wildlife.

The decorative glass balustrades on the 
bridge would not become dangerous 
shards and would be easily replaceable if 
damaged.

The design of the statues of the Queen 
and Prince Phillip is still ongoing – the 
images displayed so far are indicative of 
size and location only.

Images from the Design and Access Statement for the Memorial to the late Queen
Left: Plan of the planting

Above: View across the Commonwealth garden to Buckingham Palace
Below left: The bridge, showing its width in comparison to the existing Blue Bridge

Below: Detail of the balustrade, based on the Queen’s Coronation Tiara 



Sat 28 Mar 
12:00 noon 

Sat 11 April 
12:00 noon  

Sat 18 April 
12:00 noon

Sun 17 May 2:00pm 
- 5:00pm 

Wed 20 May 
6:30pm - 8:00pm 

Tue 16 June 6:30pm 
- 8:30pm 

Fri 19 June 
3:30pm - 4:30pm 

Talk: Healing Beyond Care: Thorney Island and the Birth of Modern 
Hospitals,   TTIS Archives, 10 Old Pye Street, London SW1P 2DG

Talk: From Abbey Brew to Global Brand: The Rise of a Medieval 
Brewery,   TTIS Archives, 10 Old Pye Street, London SW1P 2DG

How Monet’s love, Waterloo Bridge, was killed by London Bridge,  
TTIS Archives, 10 Old Pye Street, London, SW1P 2DG

Tour: Behind the Scenes at Methodist Central Hall - includes Organ 
Recital & Optional Dome Climb.  Storey’s Gate, London, SW1H 9NH

Talk by Barbara Doherty MBE - Westminster Hospital Nurses: 
Memories from the Set of September 1961- Training, Discipline, and 
Daily Life at the Wolfson School of Nursing and the Westminster 
Wards,  Dean Ryle Street, London, SW1P (Exact meeting point 
provided upon registration)

TTIS Summer Party,   Chapel Gardens, Wellington Hotel, 71 Vincent 
Square, London, SW1P 2PA

Visit: A Historical Tour of The Passage – Exploring Its Victorian Roots 
and Legacy of Compassion,  St Vincent’s Centre, London, SW1P,  
(Exact meeting point provided upon registration)

To comment on this Newsletter or
propose a story for the next edition:
info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.
For more regular updates, follow us
on X @ThorneyIslandSo and on 
Instagram @thethorneyislandsociety

Bookings and registration can be made through Eventbrite:  https://tinyurl.com/eventbrite-TTIS

The Thorney Island Society is a voluntary amenity and civic society, which was founded in 1985. 
It is concerned with the welfare of the physical environment of the area sometimes referred to 
as ‘Westminster village’. It organises talks, visits and social events. It reviews planning 
applications and maintains a local archive. There are currently over 400 members, and we 
would welcome more. A membership form can be found on our website: 
thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk.                                                               Registered Charity No. 1000751
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Disclaimer:  The views and opinions 
expressed in this newsletter and at the 
Society’s events are those of the writers and 
speakers and do not necessarily reflect the 
stance of The Thorney Island Society.

Diary Dates


