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below are encouraged to join the
Victoria Neighbourhood Forum and
have a say in local planning. The
VNF was designated by
Westminster City Council in July
2015 and includes elected partners
from residential and business
communities. Work is underway to
draw up a Neighbourhood Plan and
all members of the VNF have rights
and powers to contribute.

Go to www.yourvictoria.co.uk and
complete the membership form.

All members of The Thorney Island Society who live in the area designated on the map

We were sorry to learn of the death, in
March, of Peter Lawson. Peter served
on The Thorney Island Society
committee for several years, and was
also active in the Dulwich Society.

If you have recently walked down Old
Pye Street you will have seen that our
archive has had a makeover, paid for with
the proceeds of last year’s gala dinner at
Cinnamon Club. It now bears a prominent
Thorney Island Society plaque, so that
anyone who wanders by and wonders
what’s behind the funny little green door
can hurry home and google us!

In less welcome news, Victoria Tower
Gardens is still under threat. Full details of
the proposed development and efforts to
stop it are on page 3. There has, however,
been a partial reprieve for 55 Broadway,
which Transport for London has decided
not to sell off as luxury residential, but to
offer as an office investment via sale-and-

leaseback. The Garden Bridge has also had
a major setback, with the Mayor of
London’s refusal to sign the maintenance
guarantee.

By the time this newsletter arrives you
may just have time, before the 21 May
deadline, to submit your views to
Westminster Council on the future of tall
buildings in the Borough. You will certainly
have time to make any comment on the
statue of Margaret Thatcher proposed for
the west side of Parliament Square.

Clare Annamalai

http://www.yourvictoria.co.uk/


Planning News
Page 3

possible to write directly to the Foundation
at ukhmf@cabinetoffice.gov.uk, copied to
the Prime Minister, using the No 10 contact
form: https://email.number10.gov.uk/

There have been few significant planning
applications since the last Newsletter, after
the frenzy for converting office into
residential development eased –
Westminster City Council is now worried by
the amount of office space that has been
lost. Two office buildings are being
renovated, with new facades, one at 71
Victoria Street (on the corner of Strutton
Ground) to which we objected because it will
detract from the only remaining block on
Victoria Street that contains a significant late-
Victorian building, Artillery Mansions. The
existing building complements Artillery
Mansions well, with the robust articulation of
the façade, the bold corner turret feature,
and a similar height. All these will be lost with
the new scheme. Another is on Dacre Street,
just behind the New Scotland Yard site, but
the planning application has not been
submitted yet. Lucy Peck

Victoria Tower Gardens as it is…..

…..and as it could be. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/04/14/row-new-50m-holocaust-memorial-mps-
say-will-ruin-victoria-tower/

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/feb/05/britain-holocaust-memorial-
shortlist-victoria-tower-gardens-london

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-39417714

The threat to Victoria Tower Gardens continues, although the Save VTG campaign has
made progress, with over a thousand signatures on the Change.org petition
(http://tinyurl.com/VictoriaTowerGardens) and a number of members of both Houses of
Parliament taking up the issue. However we still need to spread the word, as many local
people are still not aware of the threat. We would also encourage as many people as

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/04/14/row-new-50m-holocaust-memorial-mps-say-will-ruin-victoria-tower/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/feb/05/britain-holocaust-memorial-shortlist-victoria-tower-gardens-london
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-39417714
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June Stubbs was born on 31st March 1927 to Eli John Percy West Stubbs and Olga
Beatson Stokes. June was born in a house called Stubberfield in Deal, Kent, but her family
moved a number of times, to various towns in the South East, before settling in Guildford
after the war. She had a younger sister, Sally, who died in infancy and a brother, John
Watson Stubbs, who was 6 years younger than her.

June’s mother, Olga, wanted to be a wallpaper designer and her father, Percy, who
was a man of independent means, was fond of painting. Their love of art and design was
clearly communicated to June who, after her schooling at Kerri School in Reigate, began a
3 year General Art Course at Worthing School of Art. This was followed by an Arts and
Crafts Diploma at Central School of Art and a course at Garnett College to become a
Lecturer.

During the 1950s and 1960s June enjoyed theatre, opera and travelling. She also loved
London, and would live there during the week, before returning home to her family in
Guildford at the weekends. She made a name for herself as a designer, working for many
of the well known fashion houses and becoming a Licentiate member of the Society of
Industrial Artists.

June had many clients, including John Lewis, Heals, Libertys, Horrockses, Marks and
Spencer's, Courtaulds and the Oriental Carpet Manufacturing Company. She designed a
carpet for Norman Wisdom's wife, Freda, which was featured in Woman magazine in
December 1958, and for Canterbury cathedral designed an altar carpet which sadly was
destroyed in a fire. Her design on cotton fabric called Elizabeth Regina 1953 was designed
for the Coronation for Horrockses.

June never married. She dedicated much of her energy and passion in the later part of
her life to campaigning for conservation in the area of old Westminster, as Secretary and
then Chairman of The
Thorney Island Society. In
1990 the Court of Common
Council passed an order for
her admission to the
Freedom of the City of
London, and in 2011 she
was awarded the MBE for
services to conservation in
the City of Westminster.



June Stubbs was a talented artist
whose working life was cut short after a
fall at a prison where she was teaching
art. An attack on the steps of
Westminster Mansions, Great Smith
Street, where we lived, aggravated her
injuries. June hid her disability well; her
long white boots and stick became
fashion statements. She was always
immaculately dressed.

Hearing Land Securities was
threatening to pull down most of the
opposite side of our street she knocked
on my door. Together we decided
something must be done. The most
obvious building at risk was the Library –
the first library in London; so we set up
the Save Great Smith Street Library
campaign with myself as first chairman
and June as first secretary. June was
tireless in recruiting supporters and
badgering politicians to support the
cause but was determined the campaign
should not be party political. Thanks to
her networking skills Sir William Rees
Mogg became President of the
campaigning group and Lady Aitken vice-
chairman and we began to hold meetings
in Jonathan Aitken’s house in Lord North
Street.

June used skills from her fine art
education to research the architecture
and history of threatened buildings –
Orchard House with its peacock feather
tiles was among the first. Today our
campaign material, typed on an Amstrad
then photocopied, looks dated but it was

effective and the threat of demolition
was removed. But the developers had
not finished with their attacks on old
Westminster village so it was decided to
extend the Campaign’s remit and,
reflecting this, to rename it The Thorney
Island Society. June continued using her
artistic knowledge and networking skills
to develop the Society eventually serving
as chairman and liaison officer, and the
Society went from strength to strength.

When June became frailer kindly
Society members showed their
appreciation of the contribution she had
made by supporting her in practical ways;
thus enabling her to remain in her
crowded flat in old Westminster village
for years. She greatly appreciated that.
Eventually June had to move away from
the area she loved, but the old
Westminster village she left is a better
place than it would have been without
her campaigning zeal. Ann Carlton

A Tribute to June Stubbs from Ann Carlton
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I met June in 2010 when as Green Party candidate for St James’ Ward I contacted The
Thorney Island Society to form a local link. June welcomed me with huge enthusiasm,
“Excellent, you can help us with our campaign to stop a huge new war memorial planned
for The Green Park. We have enough war memorials – parks are for nature, wildlife and
the living!” That was it, I was hooked! The campaigns married nicely together and off I
went to photograph the threatened area, where June and Mark, from The Royal Parks,
had planned to improve the hedges and habitats for birds and bats.

I came along late in the day. Since the early 80s June and other locals had been
fighting to preserve old Westminster Village from demolition and unsympathetic new
development. The flagship building they first succeeded in saving had been London’s
first public library no less. The Thorney Island Society was formed with many prominent
and notable Patrons and Committee Members, and with June at the helm gave
constructive criticism to Westminster City Council as an official consultee (see email on
page 6.) In 1994 the Society incorporated The Friends of The Green Park and St James’s
Park. This connection was very close to June’s heart and must have given her some
respite from focusing solely on the changing neighbourhood and skyline.

June became the driving force of the Society, personally recruiting most of its 500
members at high-flying social events or, even more

successfully, in the queue at the Petty France
Post Office. That was June. It didn’t matter who
you were, you were part of the community and
you could play a part – should play a part. When
June received her MBE in 2011 for Conservation
Services to Westminster, the Committee held a
surprise lunch for her afterwards. We were all
very excited to hear about her conversation with
the Queen. I won’t quote her here, other than to
say that she shared with Her Majesty her opinion
of Westminster City Council, and complimented
her on her dress!

June didn’t speak much of her past, as there
were always more pressing planning matters to
discuss. But we knew that June had been an
artist and sculptor. We also knew that she had
taught art for many years to inmates at HMP
Wormwood Scrubs. Interviewed at the time of
her MBE she said, “they were nice murderers in

A Tribute to June Stubbs from Juliet Shellabear
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those days!” This was very typical, I believe, of June. She gave of her time and
experience freely and generously to those who came to her art classes and they must
have reciprocated the respect, earning the description, ‘nice murderers’. Asked in the
same interview what her biggest achievement had been, she replied “keeping going!”
Always a wit. Still, it must have been tough at times, but June was incredibly persuasive
and if you had any inclination to ‘do the right thing’ she would soon have you doing
something, with a gentle early morning telephone call to remind you!

We missed June in London for the few years before her death, but were comforted
and thankful that in her last years she had Kate especially, John and her family around.
They took great care of her, sensitively moving her out of London and making sure she
was well, warm, happy and regularly visited at the Shelbourne home. In her later years
The Abbey Community Centre in Great Smith Street provided a safe and familiar
environment for June to eat in every day, even dropping off take-aways and checking on
her from across the road. When they applied for planning permission for their new café
extension, June suggested they put a balcony along the length at the back, which looks
out onto a quiet courtyard, a flowerbed, a pear tree and a few hopping sparrows and
blackbirds. It was here she was always to be found having lunch during the spring and
summer, and now it is there for many to enjoy. One of a great number of her legacy
achievements.

It was an absolute privilege to know this great lady. As members of The Thorney
Island Society we continue her work and uphold her values. Juliet Shellabear

Email from Godfrey Woods,
Deputy Director of Planning and Westminster City Council

I read with much sadness in your newsletter that June has passed away. I have
known June throughout my career at Westminster Council and recall very well the
campaign the Society fought over the loss of the Old Westminster Library. She was a
true champion of Westminster and its unique heritage. As I write I think fondly of her
strident advocacy, her mischievous wit, her honesty and most of all her kindness.

Even when she saw all of us in the Planning Department in a dark light, she never
failed to couple her persuasive powers with an overriding rich seam of humour. The
most forthright of verbal pastings, and there were many, were delivered with charm
and empathy and as a result never failed to make their mark.

We have all missed her since she stepped back from front line duties. Amidst the
sadness now though we will always smile at her memory.

I would be very pleased if you could pass this onto her family and let them know
just how much we admired June and the depth of affection we have for her.
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Research on the history of the Victoria Tower Gardens, in light of the proposed new
development, reveals how many threats there have been in the past to the delightful area
of Georgian buildings nearby, and the public buildings around Parliament Square.

When the Houses of Parliament were finished the magnificent south facade faced a
mass of ‘wharfs, warehouses and yards of an offensive kind’ (see below), and the Thames
Embankment Commission of 1863 proposed clearing the buildings nearest to the Palace
of Westminster, and creating a garden there. The Houses of Parliament Act 1867 enabled
the acquisition and clearance of the land down to the junction with Great Peter Street
and the garden was created in 1880-1, the land becoming crown property.

The rest of the land east of Abingdon Street and indeed a large area of land to
the west, surrounding Smith Square was also regarded as filthy slums. At the end of the
nineteenth century a private company took advantage of this situation with the aim of
developing the area, with wider streets and grand private housing, but they needed an
Act of Parliament to allow them to acquire the land compulsorily and speedily. They
argued that there was an urgent need to remove unsightly buildings, that many leases
were falling in, leading to piecemeal development, and that under their scheme the cost
of widening Millbank Street would be born by themselves, not rate-payers. In this
redevelopment 6000 people would be made homeless and it was only the very poorest
among them that the developers were obliged under law to re-house.

Threats to Old Westminster
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The scheme had its backers: an article in The Times in 1898 said it would ‘turn a region
that is now a burden on the rates into a region that will pay rates’. There was little
sympathy for residents who ‘like what is old because it is old’ and it continued: ‘If we are
content with the rebuilding of the Westminster slums until the County Council is ready
we may have to wait fifty years. If we are content with the usual patchwork rebuilding as
the leases fall in, we shall get a few decent houses, no doubt, but the many bad ones will
remain, the courts and alleys will continue as they are, and the streets will not be
improved’.

Others were keen for old houses around the Jewel Tower to be cleared so that this
ancient building could be seen from afar. A letter-writer against the scheme deplored the
‘loss of Abingdon Street with its fine eighteenth century houses, most of which have
admirable internal details, some of really refined beauty.’ The LCC Improvements and
Bridges Committee opposed the scheme because it would restrict their own future plans,
while the Dean and Chapter of the Abbey pointed out (probably quite rightly) that light

and air would be diminished, not
improved as claimed, because of

the height of the new buildings; a
‘block of houses of a paying height’
would be eighty-two feet, the
maximum then allowed by the
London Building Acts, and higher
than the main façade of
Parliament. In the House of
Commons debate over the second
reading of the bill the MP for
Battersea robustly stated that the
drive for profit would mean the
Houses of Parliament’s neighbour
would be a ‘red-brick building; a
cheap and nasty block of flats, or,
worse still, a Hotel Continental, full
of derelict millionaires from South
Africa and America’! The bill was
defeated.

The problem of wharves and
slums so close to Parliament did
not of course go away, and
Millbank Street remained a narrow
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and tortuous route to the Abbey and government buildings. The LCC were soon
proposing an embankment, the widening of the road and a tramway along it. A House of
Lords committee approved a road straight down from Victoria Tower and then curving
round to meet the bridge, later modified to the straight road we use today. An
Improvement Act was passed in 1900, though it was only in 1912 that the end
of Millbank Street was being cleared. The improvement was acknowledged in The
Times: ‘it will form the finest accession to the open spaces of Central London since the
beginning of the century’. There was also a letter complaining about the encroachment
of statues, despite the First Commissioner of Work’s promise not to assent to any more
memorials or statues in the Royal Parks. In this case the complaint was against The
Burghers of Calais, which was mounted on a high plinth in 1913, taking space in ‘this tiny
but most precious lung by the riverside’ interfering with the view of the Palace and, the
writer said, without having any connection with Houses of Parliament.

During the period between the wars the Gardens were threatened with proposals to
build tennis courts and croquet lawns for members of parliament, even though the First
Commissioner of Works acknowledged that the gardens had no connection with the
Palace. Four years later the future Labour Leader George Lansbury suggested the
building of bowling greens and clock golf for members, which ‘might’ be open to the
public when the House was not sitting.

After the war threats to the Gardens came from radical plans for the area around
Parliament Square. These involved the demolition of the Treasury and Foreign Office
buildings (Victorian architecture was still highly unpopular) and the construction of a
road tunnel, running below the House of Commons terrace to rejoin Millbank at the
bottom of Victoria Tower Gardens. Another scheme involved a row of MPs’ flats in a
‘low’ building in the Gardens, on stilts so that people could still see the river. There was
also a rearrangement of monuments and statues, Mrs
Pankhurst being moved from Parliament Square, the Burghers
placed on a much lower plinth, and the high-Victorian Buxton
Memorial, disliked by most but championed by John
Betjeman, taken out of storage and re-erected there. In 1963
there was a proposal to build a hall underneath the Gardens,
where visitors could view parliamentary proceedings on
closed circuit TV. In the end Portcullis House was the only
relic of these various grandiose schemes.

Victoria Tower Gardens was spared until the current
threat. It is interesting to see some of the
same endorsements and objections being wheeled out
again. Lucy Peck

Threats to Old Westminster
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There are many reports these days about ‘food problems’ such as which foods are
good for us and which are bad, tempting the older generation – the much older
generation – to scoff and mutter derisively ‘you should have experienced food rationing
in the Second World War to know about food problems!’

In wartime people collected their ration books, for the limited amount of food
available, from local Food Offices – Westminster’s was in Caxton Hall. It is a remarkable
but mostly forgotten fact that, after six years of rationing, the state of the country’s
health was officially reported to be ‘phenomenally good’, and infant mortality rates
were lower than in 1939.

The person to thank for this healthy outcome was the pioneering nutritionist Sir John
Boyd Orr, who created the first Institute for Nutrition, The Rowett, in Aberdeen, and was
dedicated to abolishing malnutrition. He devised the rationing system specifically to
‘maintain everybody in health’, being convinced that only a healthy and resilient ‘home
front’ would ensure victory, combined with a superhuman effort throughout the country
to grow enough food. The national diet was dull but The Ministry of Food nannied the
public to remember that a) What we can get is good for us, and b) A great deal of what
we cannot get is quite unimportant! Thus we survived the war healthily.

Food shortages became even more critical in peacetime and in 1945 Boyd Orr was
appointed Director General of the first specialist agency set up by the United Nations,
The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). The world faced famines so severe that
President Truman urged Americans to ‘eat less to save lives’, and in Britain bread
rationing was introduced, (having been ruled out during the war for fear of lowering
morale). To lift the world out of scarcity, Boyd Orr outlined a World Food Plan to a
supportive Conference of International Food Producers at Church House in Westminster.
It had widespread international support, being described as ‘one of the most ambitious
designs for international action ever put forward’. It was, however, rejected at a United
Nations conference in 1947. Thus Boyd Orr’s ambition for the FAO and World Food Plan
to spearhead world recovery and elimination of malnutrition,
was thwarted. ‘They ask for bread and we give them pamphlets’
was his comment on what he considered to be the greatly
diminished powers of the FAO. He resigned.

Boyd Orr was awarded a Nobel Prize in 1949 and gave the
prize money to organizations working for peace. He travelled
widely, advising on nutrition and agriculture, and was Chancellor
of Glasgow University until he died in 1971, aged 90. Sadly, the
2016 Global Nutrition Report states that the world is off track to
end malnutrition, even though the target date has been extended to 2030.

Mary Griffiths

On nutrition and Sir John Boyd Orr
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Diary Dates and other information

Supplied by Prolink (GB) Limited 
www.prolink.co.uk

To comment on this newsletter or 
propose a story for the next edition: 
info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
For more regular updates, follow us 
on Twitter: @ThorneyIslandSo

Tues 30th May, 7pm: Talk by Victor Keegan: When poems were news in London
William Gibbs Community Centre, St Matthew Street

Weds 21st Jun, 6.30pm: The Thorney Island Society Summer Party
Grange Rochester Hotel

Tues 11th Jul, 11am: Tour of St Margaret’s Church, Westminster

18th Jul, 6.30pm: Tour of HM Treasury, Horseguards

Thurs 14th Sep, 6.30pm: Local tree walk with Paul Akers, WCC Arboriculturalist
Meet at Archives

Tues 19th Sep, 6.00pm: Tour of St James The Less, Vauxhall Bridge Road

Weds 15th Nov, 6.30pm: The Thorney Island AGM with speaker Caroline Shenton, 
author of Mr Barry’s War
Grange Rochester Hotel

Visit bookings can now be made through Eventbrite: 
http://www.Eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-thorney-island-society-10626269821
Alternatively, if you do not wish to book online, please contact us and we will be 
happy to take your booking. info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
10 Old Pye Street, London, SW1P 2DG

Disclaimer: While The Thorney Island Society is
concerned that the views expressed in articles
are relevant and honestly held by the
contributor, the opinions stated by individuals
may not necessarily be held by The Thorney
Island Society Executive, which is not in a
position to vouch for their accuracy.

The Thorney Island Society is a voluntary
amenity and civic society which came into
being in 1985. It is concerned with the welfare
of the physical environment of a widening area,
sometimes referred to as the ‘Westminster
Village’. It organises visits and dinners, reviews
planning applications and maintains a local
archive. There are currently more than 400
members, and we would welcome even more.
A membership form can be found on our
website: www.thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1000751
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Open Air Cinema comes to Dean’s 
Yard at Westminster Abbey this 
summer, with three open air 
screenings from Luna Cinema. 

15th Aug: Casablanca
16th Aug: Romeo + Juliet
17th Aug: Notting Hill 

Doors open every evening at 7pm, 
for the film at 8.30pm
www.thelunacinema.com

http://www.prolink.co.uk/
mailto:info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/the-thorney-island-society-10626269821
mailto:info@thethorneyislandsociety.org.uk
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http://www.thelunacinema.com/

